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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Purpose and Importance of the Study. It was the central
purpose of this study to make an inductive investigation of New
Testament Evangelism and to discover methods and principles of
evangelism which are applicable and valid for today. The purpose
was neither to impose a plan of evangelism on the Bible, nor to
prove any certain method of evangelism by proof- texting, but
rather to allow the New Testament to reveal the methods and prin
ciples of Jesus and His disciples. Since New Testament evangelism
was very effective in terms of results, this study has sought to
focus attention on those elements which made it effective and can
be used today.
Scope and Limitation of Study. This investigation was not
an exhaustive study of all the passages related to evangelism
which are recorded in the New Testament. The author felt that
this would require a lifetime study and even that would not ex
haust the riches of New Testament evangelism. Nearly every en
counter in the New Testament could be rightfully considered
evangelism. This study was confined primarily to the major
events in the life of Jesus and the early church which relate
specifically to evangelistic methods and principles. This study
did not deal with the theology of evangelism or the motivating
2factors behind evangelism. It was not an attempt to study the
discourses and teachings of Jesus and the early church, but rather
to observe them in the task of evangelization. Method, not mes
sage, was the important area in which this study was made.
A Preview of the Organization of the Study. This study is
organized into the following two major sections: the first three
chapters are studies in the Gospels, The Mass Evangelism of Jesus,
The Evangelism of Jesus to Individuals, and The Development of
Evangelistic Leadership by Jesus; the next two chapters are studies
in the Book of Acts, The Personal Evangelism of the Early Church,
and Revival Efforts in the Early Church. A Summary-Conclusion
closes the study.
The Method of Procedure . The method of procedure was an
investigation of the evangelistic endeavors recorded in the Gospels
and the Book of Acts using basically the inductive method of Bible
study. This study centered on the primary sources rather than
secondary sources. Each event was examined by following these
steps: the Biblical Basis, Methods and Principles of Evangelism
Discovered, and Their Applicability Today. The parallel passages
in the Gospels were treated as one event. Memy of the Scripture
events have been summarized and paraphrased in the author's own
words. When a New Testament passage was quoted, the King James
Version was the source unless otherwise indicated in the footnote.
CHAPTER II
DEVELOPMENT OF EVANGELISTIC LEADERSHIP BY JESUS
Observing Jesus at work developing evangelistic leadership
is a thrilling experience. Though the Gospel accounts do not give
a complete record of the methods which Jesus used in training His
disciples for leadership, they do provide eyewitness accounts of
His work in developing evangelistic leadership. "But of those
things which are carefully selected and recorded in absolute in
tegrity under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, we can be sure
that they are intended to teach us how to follow in the way of
the Master."^ Thus, an examination of the Gospel accounts of
Jesus as He trained leadership gives some basic principles and
methods which may be used in training evangelistic leadership today.
Jesus said, "For the Son of man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost" (Luke 19:10). This is evangelism and is the
very heart of the New Testament. The reason for the coming of
Jesus Christ was to bring the lost back into fellowship with God.
As Jesus said in His post-resurrection commission to His disciples,
"As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you" (John 20:21). The
training which Jesus had given His disciples during the three years
Robert E. Coleman, The Master Plan of Evangelism (Los
Angeles: Rusthoi, 1963)f p. 19.
kthey were with Him was for the task of continuing to spread the
Gospel to the world. "It was the purpose of Christ to use His
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disciples to win the world to Himself." That the disciples were
able to do this and to do it effectively was no accident. It was
the result of the training which Christ had given to them. Admit
tedly, the disciples had much to learn during this period that
they might carry out the purpose of Christ. How was this purpose
to be accomplished? What methods did Christ use to develop
evangelistic leadership among the disciples? In studying the
Gospels it is obvious that "the training of these men was to be
a constant and prominent part of Christ's personal work."^ The
following investigation of the events in which Jesus called and
trained disciples sets forth some basic principles and methods of
evangelism.
I. JESUS CALLS DISCIPLES, "COME AND SEE"
John 1:35-42
John the Baptist was a recognized prophet and people from
all over the sirea were coming to listen to him preach. Thus it
was natural for Jesus to come to hear him at the outset of His
ministry. Along with the crowd there were two of John the
C. E. Autrey, Basic Evangelism (Grand Bapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1959), p. 50.
^Alexander B. Bruce, The Training of the Twelve (New York:
A. C. Armstrong and Son, 1894) , p. 30.
Baptist's disciples present, Andrew and John. John the Baptist
recognized Jesus as He approached, and his announcement that Jesus
was the Lamb of God stirred the minds of Andrew and John to want t
know this man. As Jesus withdrew from the crowd. He noticed that
Andrew and John were beginning to follow Him. Jesus initiated the
conversation by questioning, "What seek ye" (John 1:38). This
question called upon the disciples to make some kind of a reponse;
it engaged them in conversation. This method of asking a question
is an excellent way of introducing a conversation.
Following Jesus' inquiry, John and Andrew asked where He
was staying; this indicated that they wanted to know more about
this man. Jesus' reply was simple and direct, "Come and see"
(John 1:39)- No arguments were set forth; no elaborate introduc
tion or build-up was expressed; Jesus' invitation was, "Come and
be with me for awhile and discover all you need to know." The
implication was that when they knew Him they would know the answer
People are not won to Christ by argument; they must be confronted
by the living Christ to know Him, for to know Him is to have
eternal life.
John and Andrew were with Jesus during the whole day and
no doubt Jesus spoke to them of many things. Very possibly He
further explained the meaning of John the Baptist's statement that
Jesus was the Lamb of God. After being with Jesus, both John and
Andrew were convinced that Jesus was the Lamb of God, the Messiah.
No longer did they follow John the Baptist, but they became
6disciples of the Lord Jesus. This was a response of faith on the
part of these two men. Andrew believed enough to seek out his
brother Simon and bring him to Jesus so that he would also know
the Messiah. One of the first two men whom Jesus called immedia
tely became a soul winner and brought even his own brother to
Jesus. Simon was so impressed with the witness of Andrew that he
came with him to see Jesus. Jesus, looking at Simon, saw the
great potential in that man and called him "Peter" which was
symbolic of a rock-like character. It was not until after Pente
cost that this prophecy concerning Peter was fulfilled; however,
Jesus at this point was looking for the best in this man Simon.
In selecting men to be church leaders, the basis should be not
only on what they are at the present, but what they may become
through training and guidance.
Jesus selected men who were already sensitive to spiritual
truth and had a longing for the way of God. These men were pre
sent at the great revival of John the Baptist which indicated their
spiritual hunger. In calling men to places of leadership, only
those should be selected who are willing to be taught the spiritual
truths of the faith and who have a hunger for the way of God.
Jesus* method was to draw men to be with Him, for in His
presence they would never be the same again. He withdrew from the
masses suid began to work with a small group of individuals. Jesus
could have had a tremendous following by taking over the leader
ship of the revival which John the Baptist had started, but He
chose to leave the masses and develop a small group of leaders.
7II. JESUS SEEKS OUT DISCIPLES
John 1:45-51
Jesus continued to seek, out men who He knew would be good
material for His disciples. Jesus made a definite contact with
Philip, for the Scripture points out He "findeth" Philip. Jesus
evidently sought out this man and took the initiative in calling
him to discipleship, "Follow me" (John 1:4-5), Jesus chose a man
who was a student of the Scripture; when Philip spoke to Nathanael
he told him that they had found the person of whom the Old Testa
ment prophesied. Jesus' straight-forward call to Philip achieved
results because t^hilip had been prepared to receive the Messiah
through his study of the Scriptures. For the first time Jesus
sought out ap individual person to follow Him. There are people
of this temperament who must be sought out. They may be ready to
believe and are only waiting to be called to follow Christ. These
must be sought after and called.
It was Philip who excitedly brought Nathanael to see Jesus.
He was convinced that Jesus was the ^ne of whom the Old Testament
prophesied, and he did not hesitate to speak to his friend about
it. Philip, following the method Jesus used, said, "Come and see"
(John 1:46), as if to say, "Don't take my word for it; come and
discover this great person for yourself eind then you too will want
to follow Him." Another soul winner is found in Philip. When one
finds Jesus, he just cannot help but want to share with someone
else the wonderful news that he has found Jesus. This is the type
8of enthusiastic witness which is needed among new converts today.
When Jesus saw Nathanael He called him "a man who is not
deceitful." Nathanael did not deny this, but wondered how this
stranger knew him. This, of course, aroused the interest of
Nathanael and he wanted to know more about this man. Jesus re
plied that He had seen him under the fig tree; however, it was
impossible for human eyes to have seen this. Thus Nathanael
recognized Jesus as the Son of God. There are good people today
like Nathanael who are without deceit in their lives. They are
simply waiting to have presented to them the miracle-working
Christ in whom they are ready to believe. Christ must be pre
sented in such a way that these people will become interested in
knowing Christ personally. Commending the good points of an
individual, as Jesus did to Nathanael, is an excellent method of
establishing a receptive attitude on the part of the one to be
reached.
Both Philip and Nathanael became followers of the Lord and
recognized Him as the Messiah. Their knowledge of the Old Testa
ment, coupled with the presence of Jesus, enabled them to put
their faith in Him. One can never underestimate the value of sow
ing the Word of God, for its knowledge often is a major factor in
leading people to Christ. Christian workers must seek to instruct
people in the knowledge of the Scriptures so that when a call for
decision is made they will have the necessary background to respond
to the call to discipleship.
9III. THE CALL TO BE FISHERS OF MEN
Matt. 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:1-11
Jesus had come to the Sea of Galilee and a large multitude
had come to hear and see Him, for they had heard of the things He
had done in Jerusalem. The crowd was pressing around Him so
closely that He entered Peter's boat and taught the people from
that vantage point.
Following His message Jesus turned His attention to the
four fishermen. He observed that the men had taken no fish during
their night of fishing and spoke to them about where they might
tedce a haul of fish. In approaching these men Jesus showed sincere
concern about their problems. Jesus did not tell them to forget
about their problems and follow Him, but rather He helped them
solve their problems eind then called them to discipleship. To
help people spiritually, one must be genuinely concerned about
their difficulties. A real interest must be shown in the people
one seeks to help.
These were professional fishermen and obviously Jesus had
done little fishing. As He turned to the four fishermen He directed
them to go out into deep water. Peter replied that it was hope
less; after eill, they had been fishing eJ-1 night and had caught
nothing. But three of these men had been with Jesus before and
had enough fadth in Him to follow His command to push out into the
deep water and set their nets for a haul of fish. One can imagine
the shouts of amazement that followed when the nets were filled-
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to-breaking with fish. Obviously the Master knew what He was talk
ing about, whether it was spiritual truth or fishing. This is a
point at which the Christian worker must be careful; if solutions
are suggested to the secular problems of the people, he must be
certain that he knows what he is talking about lest he make him
self appear foolish before them and destroy their confidence in
him.
Jesus commanded them to do something which they were able
to do and for which they could easily see the results. Next He
called them into a greater work, that of becoming His full-time
disciples. Jesus took advantage of a natural circumstance to make
His call clear to the fishermen. He commanded them to be fishers
of fish and they succeeded; then He ceulled them to be fishers of
men and the implication was that they would have similar results.
He had something far more important for them to do than to catch
fish, and this was to catch men and bring them into the kingdom.
Many people could take over their fishing task, but He called them
to a higher task, that of bringing men to Him. This call was pre
sented in terms which they could understand. The call for leaders
must be issued in terms which are unmistakably clear. People must
be helped to realize that the task of spiritual leadership to
which they are called is more important than what they are now
do ing.
All four of the men Jesus called into full-time disciple
ship responded and left their fishing business and went with the
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Master. This was a response of obedience to the call of Jesus.
Their purpose in life now was to catch men for the Lord. True,
they would need much training and instruction, but they had "left
all" to follow Him. This emphasis on complete obedience to Christ
is an element which should be in the center of the call to Christian
leadership today. No part-way leaders will be effective leaders.
There were three steps to leadership which Jesus used with these
men. First, He ceG-led them at an earlier time to have faith in
Him as the Son of God. Second, He issued a command which they
were to obey; they were to launch out into the deep even though
to continue fishing looked like a hopeless task. Third, He called
them into His service asking that they leave all to follow Him,
If the world is to be won to Jesus, men must be willing to leave
all and go where Jesus leads them. Jesus took the men as they
were and led them where He wanted them to go. Men must be led
step by step into the service of our Master until they are ready
to "leave all" and follow Him. As calls are issued for people to
serve Jesus today, they cannot be halfhearted calls, but calls
for individuals to totally serve Christ as Master and Lord.
The method which Jesus used to train the disciples was the
best which could be had: they spent their time just being with
Jesus. They listened to Him as He taught the multitudes, asked
Him questions as He taught in private, observed His matchless life
as He dealt with people, and had the wonderful experience of
being in His presence. Potential leaders must be taught of the
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Master through the Scriptures. Time must be set aside for the
Christian worker to be with them to answer their questions about
the Christian faith. They must be guided that they will experience
the presence of Christ.
IV, MATTHEW RESPONDS TO THE INVITATION
Matt. 9:1-13; Mark 2:15-17; Luke 5:27-33
In the city of Capernaum, Matthew or Levi, the son of
Alphaeus, was working at his business in the tax-collector's
office. Jesus went to Matthew in his place of business. Jesus'
approach to Matthew was simple and very blunt. There was no
begging or arguing--only the straight-forward call, "Follow me"
(Mark 2:14). Again for the third time, Jesus issued a direct call
to follow Him, He presented no theological arguments or reasons
why Matthew should turn to Him, but merely presented Himself as a
person. Men are not saved by a system of salvation, but by the
person of Jesus Christ. In witnessing, Christ rather than a
system must be presented. Begging people during an altar call or
arguing with people are not methods that Jesus used in calling
men to leadership.
Following Matthew's initial response, Jesus went with him
to his home and there Matthew held a great feast in honor of
Jesus. After Matthew found the Master, he invited maay of his
friends, tax collectors, and notorious sinners to be his guests
at this feast that they might have the opportunity to meet Jesus
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also. It is interesting to note that Jesus did not tell Matthew
that he had to separate himself from his friends and have nothing
more to do with them, but Jesus befriended these people and thus
had the opportunity to witness to them.
The Pharisees complained that Jesus and His disciples were
eating with tax collectors and sinners. Jesus set forth the teach
ing, "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance"
(Luke 5j32). He portrayed Himself as the great spiritual physician
who had come to heal the hearts of men. Jesus' teaching stressed
the purpose of His coming was to bring men to repentance so they
might follow Him, Matthew responded to the call of the Master
and forsook all and followed Him. Matthew was in a very lucrative
position as a tax collector and had received special training for
his job. Yet at the call of Jesus, he left a life of relative
ease to travel with and learn of this man.
Jesus followed up His initial contact with Matthew by going
to Matthew's home and having dinner with him. He did not object
to, but rather welcomed, all of Matthew's acqueiintances. He con
tinued to teach Matthew and the others what it meant to follow Him
and that repentance was a necessary aspect of discipleship. What
joy must have filled Matthew's heart as he realized that here was
a man concerned with sinners who had come to help them. Jesus
did not stand aloof from the sinners, but associated with them in
order to win them.
In calling disciples, Jesus was interested in the unrighteous
Ik
people of His day- Of the six men whom He had previously csuLled,
some had been present at a revival, one was a student of the
Scriptures, aind the other was a man in whom there was no deceit.
Now Jesus called an obvious, well-known sinner to repent and
follow Him and be His disciple. It is not enough to set up a
church and send invitations to everyone to attend; the Christian
must do as Jesus did and go to the place of the individual and
invite him to Christ. One cannot stand aloof from them if he is
going to win them. However, Christians must do more than Just
associate with sinners; Christ must be presented to them as the
One who can redeem them.
V. SELECTION OF THE TWELVE
Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16
Before the selection of the twelve disciples, Jesus went
up into a mountain by Himself and spent all night in prayer.
Throughout the ministry of Jesus prayer was an essential part of
His spiritual discipline. Each major decision in the ministry of
Christ was preceded by a period of prayer. If our Lord found it
necessary to spend all night in prayer before He selected His
leaders, how much more prayer is needed as spiritual leadership
is selected today. God's will must always be sought in this matter.
Returning from His night of prayer, Jesus called all His
disciples unto Him and selected twelve men whom He named Apostles.
The purpose of the selection of the Twelve is recorded indirectly
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by Mark, The first reason was to enable these men to be with Him
all the time. This would allow Jesus to train this special group
for leadership in His work. The second reason was that He might
have a group which He could send out to preach His message to the
multitudes.
Here is the heart of Jesus' plan for developing leadership.
These men became the close companions of Jesus and were with Him
all the time. They heard Him preach and teach the multitudes;
afterwards He answered their questions and further guided them
into deeper truth. Jesus used the principle of selectivity in
developing leadership for the kingdom. Most of these men had
received personal calls by Jesus to be His followers. Though
Jesus could preach to the multitude and many would believe, He
realized that if there were to be an ongoing program of bringing
people into the kingdom after He left, there must be a group of
well-trained men to carry on His work and to organize those who
had become believers. No indication is given why the number
twelve was chosen; but this seems to be an ideal sized group to
teach so that there will be participation on the part of each one.
Jesus selected men of different temperaments and backgrounds
so they would be better suited to reach many different types of
people. Some people will respond to one individual, when they
will not to another. Leaders need to be selected from a cross-
section of the community that the entire community in turn might
be reached.
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In a loceJ. congregation the pastor must select a small group
of people to whom he will give special guidance and training so
that they might become the spiritual leaders of the congregation.
If one tries to train too large a group, the training becomes
superficial and ineffective. One must spend time with a small
group if they eire to become dependable leaders. Evangelism is not
enough; leadership has to be developed to follow-up and guide the
spiritual growth of new Christians.
VI. THE MISSION OF THE TWELVE
Matt. 9:35-11:1; Mark 6:6-13; Luke 9:1-6
Jesus had been visiting the cities and villages of Galilee
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the Gospel of the kingdom,
and healing every disease of the people. His heart was moved with
compassion for the people because they had no one to lead them in
the way. Jesus approached His disciples with the challenge for
workers, "The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are
few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send
forth labourers into his harvest" (Matt. 9:37,38). Then He gave
them supernatural power to cast out demons and to heal diseases,
and sent the Twelve out in pairs to begin the harvest of souls.
Before they left on their mission, Jesus gave them detailed
instruction about going from city to city, reaping a bountiful
harvest of souls. He made these specific instructions:
a. On this mission they were to go only to the lost Jews.
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b. They were to preach that the Kingdom of heaven was
at hand.
c. They were to heal the sick and raise the dead, for
this special power had been given to them.
d. They were to be supported by the people with whom
they worked.
e. They were to find and stay in a house that was worthy,
one where the people were responsive to the message.
f. If such a house could not be found immediately, they
were not to waste their time in that city, but leave for another
one. The judgment of God would be upon that city.
g. The disciples were like sheep going out in the midst
of wolves and thus they were to be wise as serpents, but guileless
as doves.
h. They would have to expect persecution. When brought
before councils, the Spirit of God would tell them what to say.
i. They would be hated for what they were doing for
Christ, even by brothers and parents, but the one who was faith
ful in his preaching and endured would be saved.
j. If persecution arose, they were to flee and begin
preaching in another city.
k. They were to recall what the people had done to Jesus
and realize that as His pupils they would not be treated any
better.
1. They were to witness to Christ before men and He would
18
in turn acknowledge them before the Heavenly Father; however, if
they failed at this, He would disown them.
m. They were not to fear those who could kill only the
body, but rather the one who could destroy both body and soul.
n. The Father was greatly concerned about them and knew
each detail in their lives, so they should not fear.
o. Christ would bring division, even within the family,
for His follower would have to love Him more than anyone else.
p. To be worthy, they must take up the cross and follow
Chrigt .
q. The only way to find ones life was to lose it in the
work of Christ.
r. Those who received Jesus' disciples were in effect
receiving Jesus.
This was the first organized witnessing mission as the
disciples began to share in Christ's ministry. These principles
are valid today. The need for Christian workers is as great today
as it was when Jesus spoke of it to His disciples. With the popu
lation explosion today, the Christian church is not even holding
its own in terms of percentage of population. Trained workers are
needed to go into the fields.
There is vedue in sending the disciples out in pairs:
they can encourage each other during difficult times, their com
bined judgment is better than it would be individually, and since
they are inexperienced they can help each other in their work.
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Jesus did not send His disciples out without training, but
instructed them before they began evangelistic work. Christian
workers today must secure all the training possible. To reach
the educated classes of today, one needs to be on an equal footing
with them educationally to get a hearing.
Jesus knew how to give others responsibility; thereby He
increased His ministry six-fold by sending the Twelve out in pairs.
As one leader trains others to do the work, his ministry becomes
increasingly more effective and far-reaching.
The disciples were limited to the Jews on this mission;
specific individuals euid areas must be chosen for concentrated
witness.
The evangelist needs to be sensitive as to whether the
people to whom he goes will receive the Gospel. There should be
at least one family in each community on whom he can base his
ministry. This will be the leadership when he is gone- When he
finds himself unwelcome and there is no response to the Gospel,
he will not continue to minister there, but move on to the next
town. When there are millions who have never had the opportunity
to know about the Saviour, the Christian worker dares not spend
too much time with those who have had the opportunity to hear.
Though there should be plans and patterns for evangelism,
one must not be bound by them, but allow the Holy Spirit to speak
through him. When opposition arises, it is the Holy Spirit who
can tell one what to say. There will be persecution, for the
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Christian worker is not better than the Lord, Since He was des
pised, certainly the Christian can expect no less. The love and
responsibility to Christ must come first, even before that of
family responsibility.
Finally, it is significant that the workers represent
Christ as they go out in His name to witness and preach the Gospel.
When the disciples completed their assigned mission they returned
to Jesus and told Him all things which they had done and taught.
This shairing of experiences is an important learning technique
which needs to be continued today.
VII. MOUNTAIN-MOVING FAITH THROUGH PRAYER
Matt. 17:14-20; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:27-43
Jesus had taken Peter, James, and John up into a mountain
and they had been present for the transfiguration experience. The
other nine disciples remained in the vaJLley. A man whose son was
possessed with a demoniac spirit asked them to heal the boy, but
they were unable to do it. When Jesus descended into the valley
He saw a large crowd around the disciples and the scribes disput
ing with them. Jesus approached the crowd and asked what they
were talking about. This opened the way for the man to explain
the situation to Jesus. Asking questions was a favorite method
of Jesus for engaging people in conversation and expressing His
interest in their problems. This is still one of the best methods
of approaching people for it centers attention upon their needs
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and gives the sinner a chance to tell his problems.
A touch of disappointment and discouragement was evidenced
as the Lord spoke, "0 unbelieving and rebellious generation, how
long sheG.! I remain with you? How long shall I put up with you"
(Matt, 17:17, Berkeley Version). Then Jesus ordered the evil
spirit to come out of the boy and never enter him again. The
disciples could not understand why they did not have the power to
cast out the evil spirit. When they were alone with Jesus they
asked Him. Jesus had already put His finger on the key to the
problem when He spoke of the unbelieving generation. It was be
cause of their unbelief� their little faith. If the disciples
had real faith they could go so far as to remove mountains. This
was the kind of faith that it took to cast out evil spirits. The
disciples understood this, but the question still was: how could
they have this kind of faith? Jesus replied that they could have
this kind of faith only through prayer and fasting. Therefore,
a miracle-working faith is the result of one's prayer life. A
lack of believing faith results from an inadequate prayer life.
If the Christian worker is to be an effective witness for Christ,
he must be a main of prayer.
VII. THE SEVENTY SENT OUT TWO BY TWO
Luke 10:1-24
The second organized evangelistic mission was the seventy
disciples whom Jesus appointed, Jesus did not call for volunteers
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to go on this evangelistic mission, but carefully selected the
group vAio were to go out. The work of evangelism today cannot be
left to the haphazard method of allowing just any volunteers to
go. Evangelistic workers must be carefully selected and trained
for this important work.
Jesus trained the Seventy in a similar way as He had the
Twelve. No new instructions were given in their training. The
Seventy were to go out two by two into every town that He Himself
was planning to visit. This suggests that these teams were prepeu"-
ing the communities for the visit of Jesus, preaching that the
Kingdom of God was at hand. To be effective, evangelistic work
takes advance preparation so that the people may be spiritually
prepared and awakened.
After their evangelistic mission was completed, the Seventy
returned to Jesus with joy at the success they had achieved and
that even the devils were subject to them. Jesus cautioned them,
"Rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather
rejoice, because your names are written in heaven" (Luke 10:20).
There is danger in rejoicing over evangelistic successes for it
may lead to spiritual pride. The joy of the Christian worker is
not dependent upon success in evangelism, for he can rejoice always
in the fact that his name is written in heaven.
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IX. TWO BEWILDERED DISCIPLES
Luke 24:13-32
This incident took place the Sunday afternoon of Resurrec
tion Day. Two disciples of Jesus, though not of the Twelve,
hurried out of the gates of Jerusalem on their way to Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking in low tones
about the unusuail events which had taken place that morning, try
ing to come to a better understanding of what those things meant.
Jesus caught up with them, but in some manner their eyes were
kept from recognizing Him. Jesus entered the conversation by
questioning them as to what they were discussing. He showed
interest in their conversation and was able to get the two disci
ples to cont.inue talking about it. Again, Jesus initiated the
conversation by the use of questions and showed His interest in
their problem. This is an excellent technique of gaining rapport
with people.
The disciple named Cleopas expressed his bewilderment over
the rumors which they had heard concerning the resurrection of
their Lord. Jesus' heart went out to these disciples whom He had
previously taught, for though He had told them what to expect and
that He would rise from the dead, yet they were unable to grasp
the truth that the event had actually taken place. Jesus turned
from the method of questioning to that of teaching. Beginning with
the writings of Moses and continuing through the Prophets, Jesus
explained to them the Scripture passages which referred to Himself
2k
and how they had been fulfilled perfectly. After Jesus had gained
their interest through questions, then He undertook to explain to
them the truths of the Scriptures for they were ready to listen
to Him teach. This pattern can be followed today. It is important
for one to gain rapport with the individual or group before one
launches into teaching. The use which Jesus made of the Scriptures
shows that He accepted the Scriptures as a divinely inspired and
dependable book which could be used with authority to prove that
He was the fulfillment of God's plan to send a Saviour to the
world. As people are led to understand the Scriptures, they will
in turn come to believe in the living Christ,
Jesus acted as though He would have continued His journey,
but the two disciples urged Him to stay with them for the night,
At the supper table as Jesus blessed and broke bread, their eyes
were opened and they recognized Jesus. Though Jesus gave no words
of command for them to tell others, He did put a burning in their
hearts which caused them to become burning witnesses of Him.
Jesus will go only so far with an individual and then the individual
must invite Him. Jesus will never force Himself into one's heart,
though if the individual allows. He will give an understanding of
the Scriptures. People cam never be forced to become Christians;
Christ can be presented and the Scriptures explained, but each
individual must open the door of his heart if he is to receive
Jesus.
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X. THOMAS FINALLY CONVINCED
John 20:26-31
Jesus had risen from the dead and had appeared unto the
ten disciples when Thomas was absent. Though the ten disciples
were convinced that Jesus was now alive, they were unable to con
vince Thomas. He refused to believe unless he could not only see
the prints of the nails, but put his finger in the mark of the
nails and even thrust his hand in His side. Jesus appeared to
the disciples when Thomas was present and gave a general greeting
to all the disciples. Then Jesus turned His attention specifically
to Thomas. Jesus commanded him to do what he thought was necessary
to dispell all doubt. Thomas found it not necessary to carry out
the actual act of placing his finger in the hands of Jesus, for he
had come into the very presence of the risen and glorified Christ.
Thomas, fully convinced that Jesus was the living Saviour, fell
down at His feet crying out, "My Lord and my God" (John 20:28).
The fact that it was hard to convince Thomas that Jesus was living
is evidence that these disciples were not men who were easily led
to believe fanciful illusions, but rather men who demanded con
crete evidence that Christ was alive. As Jesus had to give Thomas
special attention so that he might believe, so there are people
today who require extra effort in order to be won for the Lord.
All people are not alike and some must be given specific evidence
that others do not need. Each person must be dealt with individu
ally.
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XI. THE GREAT COMMISSION �
Matt. 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-20
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He appeared to the eleven
disciples in Galilee and spoke to them what is usually referred to
as the Great Commission. These were His final words of instruction
to the disciples who were to carry on His work. These directions
are as valid for the Christian today as they were for the eleven
disciples. First, Christian workers are to �0 into all the world.
One's local community or nation is not enough, for the whole world
must hear about Christ. Secondly, the gospel is to be preached to
these people. Thirdly, the net is to be drawn and one is to make
disciples of those who have believed. Fourthly, these new disciples
are to be baptized into the Christian faith. Fifthly, a continu
ing ministry should be had with these new converts which will
teach them to do all things which the Lord commanded. This follow-
up is necessary in order for the new converts to grow and mature
in the Christian faith. Finally, Jesus promised that He will
always be with His disciples in their work.
XII. WHAT WOULD THOU HAVE ME TO DO?
Acts 9:1-6; 26:12-18
Though the Lord Jesus had left this earthly life and had
ascended into heaven. He was still calling men into His work. The
disciples had selected Matthias to take the place of Judas among
the Twelve t but Jesus put his hand upon Saul of Tarsus and
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selected him to be His special Apostle to carry the gospel message
to the Gentiles as well as the Jews. While Saul was on the road
to Damascus to find and persecute Christians, Jesus beamed a light
from heaven, more brilliant than the sun, upon Saul and His fellow
travelers. Saul fell to the ground and all the men with him were
speechless for they heard the voice, but did not see Jesus. Jesus
revealed Himself fully to Saul alone. Jesus spoke directly to
Saul, though the others could hear Him, and confronted him with
the question of why he was persecuting Him. Saul's answer revealed
his sensitive conscience, for he replied, "Who art thou Lord?"
(Acts 9:3)* The Lord answered, "I am Jesus whom thou persecutest"
(Acts 9:5)� Paul understood what he meant for he had been perse
cuting those who had believed in the name of Jesus and this was
in essence the seune as persecuting Jesus. Jesus continued, "It is
hard for thee to kick against the pricks" (Acts 9*5). This indi
cated that Saul was having an inward battle within himself, for
the very Christians he was persecuting had the kind of radiance
and assurance for which he was seeking, but had not found. Saul
was trembling and astonished, but none the less yielded to Jesus,
for he asked what the Lord would have him do. He had already
changed his allegiance, his loyalty, to Christ and he was now ask
ing for directions from his new Master. Jesus gave Saul his
commission concerning the task and the purpose of his ministry-
The experience concluded as Jesus told Saul to go into the city
and there he would be given further instructions. When Saul arose,
he obeyed and went to the place where the Lord told him to go.
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The purpose of Christ's appearing to Saul was to call him
to be a minister and witness of Christ. Saul was called to go to
both his own people, the Jews, and to the Gentiles. The task of
Christian workers was supremely stated by Jesus,
To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among
them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
(Acts 26:18)
This challenge for work comes to each Christian today, and this
task must be accepted by every Christian worker if the world is
to be won to Christ.
Saul, the persecuter of the faith, was changed into Paul,
the promoter of the faith. Saul changed from persecuting Christ
to obeying Christ� from persecuting the Christ whom he hated, to
being persecuted for the Christ whom he loved. Saul not only be-
cajne a Christian, but he became the greatest witness for Christ
the world has ever known. He was a choice instrument of the Lord
to carry the message to the peoples of the world. Here was a
seemingly impossible man, a radical Pharisee and violent persecuter
of those who had become Christian; yet, upon meeting Christ his
life was transformed. The individual who seems most antagonistic
to the Christian faith may, once converted, become the most effec
tive servant of Christ. The church must realize that it is Christ
who calls men into His ministry, not individuals.
Jesus told Saul to go into the city and wait; then it would
be told hiffl what he should do. Jesus used Ananias, a Christian
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whom Saul had come to persecute, as an instrument to restore Saul's
sight and give to him the Holy Spirit. Christians need to do as
Saul was willing to do and go a step at a time, Saul did not know
all the future plans for his life; all he had been told was to go
to Damascus and there he would receive further instructions.
Christian workers must be obedient to the Lord's guiding and,
when they have done what the Lord has instructed them, wait for
further direction from Him.
CHAPTER III
EVANGELISM OF JESUS TO INDIVIDUALS
One of the methods Jesus used in developing leadership was
to allow His disciples to observe Him as He carried on the work of
evangelism. The evangelistic ministry of Jesus was divided into
two major types: the personal approach to the individual, and the
approach to the people as a mass. The first of these is the con
sideration of this chapter.
Throughout the Gospels Jesus was found working with indi
viduals in the task of ceilling and leading them into the Kingdom.
The quest in this chapter was to discover the principles and
methods which Jesus used in his approach to men.
The evangelistic methods of our Lord were always
determined by the character of the one with whom he
had to deal. He had no systematized plan of approach.
No religious formula or established precedent was
followed by him. Every man presented a different
problem and required a distinct line of treatment.
His evangelism cannot be reduced to hard-and-fast
rules.l
For Jesus, the person was always the key to the method of approach
which was to be used. Each time Jesus sought to win an individual
His method was tailored to the needs of that particular individual.
Ernest C. Wareing, The Evangelism of Jesus (New York: The
Abingdon Press, 19l8), p. 13.
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Though each individual has his own particular characteris
tics, there are also groups of individuals who possess similar
traits and thus can be dealt with in a very similar manner. "He
dealt with men and women of differing temperaments and different
situations, and in a very profound way He recognized certain uni-
2
versal facts." Jesus treated all men as spiritual beings, deeply
in need of the spiritual truth which He brought. Jesus never
regarded any individual as a hopeless case, and indeed won indi
viduals from all strata of society. The methods which were used
with individuals may be reasonably expected to apply to other
individuals of a similar kind.
Jesus must be acknowledged as the great exeimple of personal
evangelism in action.
He used the personal method Himself to win men and
depended upon the individual contacts of His disciples
to win converts. He realized that the principle of
one person winning another would be the surest and
most productive multiplying force and method. 5
Jesus could have commanded the attention of large crowds whenever
He spoke and many times He did, but again and again He resorted to
individual contacts and interviews as a means of drawing individuals
to be His followers. An exajnination of these personal encounters
of Jesus with individuals lifts up the various methods which may
be used in approaching different people.
2
G. Campbell Morgan, The Great Physician (New York: Fleming
H. Revell Company, 1937), p. 5.
^Raymond W. Cooper, Modern Evangelism (New York: Fleming H.
Revell Company, 1929), pp. 26, 27.
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I. A PRIVATE INTERVIEW AT NIGHT
John 2:23-3:21
As a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin, Nicodemus was one of
the leading and most influential rulers of the Jews. A man in his
position would surely have been in the Temple during the feast days
and would have witnessed the cleansing of the Temple by Jesus. He
would have been present when this incident was discussed in the
Sanhedrin and possibly was in the group who questioned Jesus about
the source of His authority to do such things. Jesus had aroused
a spiritual hunger in Nicodemus and he wanted to talk further with
Jesus. It was Nicodemus who sought out Jesus to talk with Him alone
and unhurried. Because of his position as a Jewish leader and the
controversia,l character of Jesus, Nicodemus went to see Jesus at
night and they talked together of spiritual truths.
Nicodemus opened the conversation by indicating that he had
been impressed with the teachings and miracles of Jesus. He already
recognized that Jesus was no ordinary teacher, but one sent from
God. Jesus took advantage of this opportunity by going directly
to the main issue. Nicodemus was a religiously oriented person who
had a basic knowledge of the Old Testament. Even so, Jesus shocked
Nicodemus by telling him that in order for a man to enter into the
Kingdom of God he must be born a second time. Nicodemus was puz
zled, confused, and unable to grasp the spiritual truth which Jesus
expressed. This gave Jesus the opportunity of further unfolding
the meaning of the new birth and how it was to take place.
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Jesus used ain incident from the Old Testament to help
Nicodemus understand this spiritual truth. Moses* lifting up the
serpent in the wilderness (Numb. 21:4-9) was a foreshadow of what
was to take place in His own life as He became the sacrifice for
the sin of the world. All who looked to Him in faith would receive
spiritual heeilth and everlasting life. Nicodemus was privileged
to hear from the Master's lips the matchless spiritual truth of
God's plan of salvation for man: God's love for man, Christ's
sacrifice, man's response, and the reward of eternal life. Christ
taught that the purpose of His coming was that the world might be
saved through Him if they would only place their trust in Him.
Twice during Jesus' explanation, Nicodemus interrupted
Jesus asking how these things could be. Following each question
Jesus took time to give additional explanation to Nicodemus that
he might understand what He was teaching step by step. Jesus was
surprised that Nicodemus as a teacher of Israel did not already
know these truths. This encouraged Nicodemus to search the Scrip
tures for himself until he found these teachings which Jesus
emphasized.
Jesus did not call for Nicodemus to make a decision at this
time; however, he did draw a very sharp contrast between those who
believed and those who did not, and pointed to the Judgment which
came upon those who refused to believe in Him. Though He did not
press for a decision, He presented His message forcefully and
clearly, allowing Nicodemus the time he needed to think through
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His claims and come to his decision. There are types of people
who cannot be pressured into making a decision for Christ. They
must be given the opportunity to wrestle with the issue themselves
and come to their own conclusion. The responsibility of the evan
gelist ie to make clear the Gospel story and the consequences
involved in receiving or rejecting it.
II. REACHING A SOCIAL OUTCAST
John 4:5-42
Jesus and His disciples were passing through Seunaria and
stopped at Jacob's Well to rest. While the disciples went into
the nearby village to buy food, Jesus observed a Samaritan woman
from Sychar coming to draw water- The approach of Jesus was based
on their common need of water: she had come to draw water and He
was sitting by the well in need of water to drink. Jesus asked
the woman to do a favor for Him which she was able to do, "Give
me to drink" (John 4:7). The woman was surprised by His approach-
ableness, for it was most unusual for a Jew to have anything to do
with a Samaritan and she would never have approached Him had He
not spoken first.
The leading question which Jesus asked encouraged conversa
tion on the part of the woman. She was curious about this Jew
who would "lower himself" and speak to a Samaritan woman. She
inquired how it was that He talked with her. Jesus took advantage
of the opportunity to direct the conversation to a spiritual vein.
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The curiosity of the woman had been aroused and Jesus sought to
deepen her interest by His question implying that if she really
knew who He was that she would be the one asking for a drink that
could really satisfy. The woman did not understand what Jesus
spoke about, for she was thinking wholly in terms of physical
water. But there was something different about this man and she
asked if He were greater than her father Jacob who had dug this
well. Jesus pressed His analogy further: you will still be
thirsty again from drinking this water, but the water I give will
cause one not to thirst eternally, for it shall be water for
eternal life. The woman did not understand that Jesus spoke of
eternal life, and she asked for that kind of water so it would
lighten her load of coming to draw water each day.
Next, Jesus turned to another line of questioning in trying
to reach the woman, and asked her to call her husband. When she
indicated she had no husband, Jesus responded by acknowledging
the truth of her reply as far as she gave it, and continued to
press His point by telling her how many husbands she had had and
that she was now living in sin. Three things resulted from this
approach: the woman perceived that Jesus was a prophet; she in
directly acknowledged that Jesus' statement of her sin was correct;
and, since this was becoming too personal, she tried to change the
subject. Jesus did not insist that they talk about her sin prob
lem at this point, but continued to show her the truth in the new
subject she wanted to discuss.
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The woman began a discussion on the proper place of worship
and was greatly surprised by Jesus' teaching that one must worship
God in spirit and truth. Again she changed the subject in an
effort to dismiss Jesus' teaching by indicating that she would
wait for the Messiah who would explain all these things. Jesus
then gave the woman one of the few straightforward announcements
of his identity, "I that speak unto thee am he" (John 4:26). The
conversation ended at this point for His disciples returned and
were surprised that Jesus talked with a Samaritan woman.
Not only was the woman converted, but she became a witness
for Christ. It was commonly known in Sychar that this woman was
an adultress, yet the change was so evident in her life when she
returhed to Sychar that she was able to bring many Samaritans to
"come and see" Jesus. Reaching this social outcast provided the
key which opened the city of Sychar to the ministry of Jesus. The
Christian worker should never attach too little importance to the
winning of even the most seemingly insignificant person to Christ,
for that person may be the key which opens the community to the
gospel.
As Jesus used the water and the well as object lessons for
His teaching, so the Christian must be alert to the common every
day things which can be used to illustrate spiritual truth in terms
the people will understand. Jesus was very careful in dealing
with the sin issue. He waited for an opportunity to commend the
woman for the truth she told even though it revealed her sin.
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Jesus also made certain that she was fully aware of and knew that
He was aware of her deeper sin. Jesus did not labor the point by
dwelling on the negative aspect of her sin. When the woman changed
the subject, Jesus did not insist on dealing with the issue of sin.
There is a demger of placing too much emphasis on the negative.
Though sin must be recognized and confessed, the stress should be
on receiving the One who can give "a well of water springing up
into everlasting life" (John 4:14).
The disciples were surprised that Jesus would not eat the
food they had secured. Jesus pointed out that it was important
to put first things first and sometimes the ministering to the
spirituEil needs of the people was more important than food or
drink. The disciples received a lesson in overcoming racial pre
judice as He spoke to the woman of Samaria. As Jesus oDserved the
great multitude from Sychar coming out from the city to Him, He
gave that tremendous missionary appeal for workers, "Lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to
harvest" (John 4:35). The disciples had just been in Sychar, but
they had been looking for food, not for souls. Christians must be
alert to the multitudes who are waiting to be harvested for Christ.
III. A LAME MAN HEALED TWICE
John 5:1-^7
A crowd of invalids, blind, lame, and paralyzed patients
lay around the pool of Bethesda waiting for the stirring of the
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water. They believed that at intervals an angel descended into
the pool and stirred the water; whoever got in first after the
agitation of the pool would enjoy healing. Jesus noticed a man
who had been sick for thirty-eight years lying by the pool. Jesus
approached the man by questioning him about his sincerity in desir
ing to become well. The man did not answer directly, but indicated
that it was not his fault that he had not been healed, for he had
no one to help him into the pool first. Possibly he thought that
Jesus and His disciples would help him be first into the water.
Jesus did not wait for the stirring of the waters, but commanded
the lame man to do the very thing which he could not do: get up,
pick up the bed, and walk. The lame man obeyed and was healed of
his infirmity, but in all the excitement he did not learn who had
heeiled him.
Jesus made the initial contact with the lame man at the
pool Bethesda and met what the man felt was his most pressing
need� that of being healed of his lameness. Jesus was not satis
fied with merely making the man healthy in body; He wanted to
bring the man to spiritual health also. Therefore, Jesus sought
out the man in the Temple and revealed Himself to him more fully.
Jesus put His finger on the man's problem when He said, "Sin no
more" (John 5:14). Not only was the man healed of his physical
lameness, but also of a sin-sick heart. The man's lameness was
his one great overpowering obsession and it had to be removed
before Jesus could reach his spiritual life. There are times when
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one cannot reach a man's spiritual life until he has first minis
tered to the physical needs of the individual. Many times one's
initial contact with people will only help them superficially,
and they will need to be followed-up with more spiritual teaching.
IV. JESUS MINISTERS TO THOSE IN AUTHORITY
Matt. 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10
Because of His recognized healing power, Jesus was being
sought out. This time, however, it was not a Jew, but a Roman who
looked to Jesus for help. This Roman soldier, a centurion by rank,
had a serveuit who was seriously ill. The centurion felt that Jesus
had the miraculous power to heal the servant. A most unusual situ
ation developed as the centurion asked the Elders of the Jews to
ask Jesus to come. Evidently the Jewish elders in Capernaum were
friendly toward Jesus and believed in His power of healing, for
they went to Jesus with the request that He ileal the centurion's
servant .
There was no actual face-to-face approach, for Jesus and
the centurion never met; rather they carried on somewhat of a con
versation through servants. Jesus consented to come. However,
before He arrived the centurion sent Him an unusual message which
showed his tremendous faith in the power of Jesus. Through his
servants the centurion explained to Jesus that he was neither
worthy to have Jesus come to his house nor for him to come to
Jesus. He requested that Jesus merely say the word of healing
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for his servant. The centurion recognized the authority of Jesus,
for he too was a man of authority and was used to ordering things
done and they were accomplished. He acknowledged the power and
authority of Jesus as the One who could heal, even at a distance.
Jesus marvelled at the faith of the centurion and sent the servants
home with the words that the servant would be healed according to
their faith.
The emphasis was on a believing faith by the individual
requesting the healing for another, not himself. It was this kind
of faith, Jesus indicated, that would be answered. Jesus spoke a
new truth to the people who were gathered around when the servants
expressed the faith of their master. It was a prophecy about
those who would belong to the Kingdom. They would come from the
east and the west, as had this centurion, and they would not
necessarily be Jews. They would enter the Kingdom because of their
faith, but those of Israel who would not believe would be cast
into the outer darkness. Obedience was required, for the servants
were told to go and as they believed the servant would be healed.
Jesus was able to recognize humility and faith on the part of the
centurion even without meeting him. Faith may come from unexpected
places and the Christian must be responsive to it and encourage
faith in whomever found. That evangelism is to be world-wide was
expressed in the words, "Many shall come from the east and the
west and shall sit in the Kingdom."
V. THE REPENTANT WOMAN AT SIMON'S FEAST
Luke 7:36-50
Simon the Pharisee invited Jesus to have dinner with him.
As they were reclining around the table, a woman of loose morals
heard that Jesus was dining in Simon's house. Though she was a
sinful woman, she wanted something better and she sought out Jesus
that she might perform this great act of devotion to Him. She
secured an alabaster flask of perfume and came into the dining
room at Simon's house. She knelt at the feet of Jesus, washed
His feet with her tears, euid dried them with the hairs of her
head. Then she tenderly kissed His feet and anointed them with
the perfume which she had brought. By this act the woman showed
her penitence for her sin and her love for the Master.
Jesus did not speak to the woman immediately, but rather
used the situation to teach Simon a lesson. Simon knew that this
woman was immoral and thought to himself that if Jesus were really
a prophet He would knov/ it also. Jesus was aware of this feeling
on the part of Simon and told him a parable on forgiveness. The
parable of the two debtors illustrated the obvious truth that the
one who had been forgiven much would have more for which to be
thankful, thus having a greater sense of love for the one who for
gave him. Jesus pointed out that because the woman had many sins
forgiven, her love was great and this was what prompted her to
perform this meaningful act of devotion. Jesus made a very vivid
contrast between what Simon had failed to do for Him, as a matter
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of common courtesy, and what this sinful woman had done. Jesus
turned for the first time to the woman and announced, "Thy sins
are forgiven" (Luke 7s 48). When those at the table questioned His
authority to forgive, He said, "Thy faith hath saved thee; go in
peace" (Luke 7:50). It was implied in the incident that it was
her faith in the compassion and forgiving love of Christ that made
it possible for her to receive forgiveness of sins. The woman
received forgiveness of her sins and this was announced publicly
by Jesus.
The confessing of sins does not need to take place publicly.
The woman was already penitent of her sins and Jesus did not men
tion them except to say that her sins, which were many, were now
all forgiven. People who are conscious of their sins and come
repenting do not need to be reminded of them by the evangelist.
These people must be dealt with with a compassionate and loving
spirit. Self-righteous persons in our churches must be gently
but firmly rebuked for their unforgiving attitudes toward those
who have sinned much but come seeking forgiveness.
VI. EVANGELISM IN THE CEMETERY
Matt. 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39
When Jesus and His disciples arrived on the eastern shore
of the Sea of Galilee in the country of the Gadarenes, they were
met by the terrifying sight of a man possessed with many devils.
He wore no clothes and could not be bound even with chains. He
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made his dwelling place in the cemetery and all the time, day and
night, shrieked and cut himself with sharp stones. It was the
sight of this bloody man that met the eyes of Jesus and the dis
ciples as they caune to the shore- This demon-possessed man ran to
Jesus and knelt before Him. The iiible implies that Jesus had
already commanded the demons to leave the man.
The conversation took place between Jesus and the demon
which was in the man. Though the demon had terribly tormented the
man, he pleaded with Jesus not to torment him. The demon wanted
nothing to do with Jesus for he recognized that Jesus was the
"Son of God most high" (Luke 8:28). The demons pleaded for mercy
that they not be sent into the abyss, but rather into the herd of
swine. Jesus agreed and they entered the two thousand swine which
then rushed headlong down the precipice into the sea and drowned.
Jesus has all power over demons and in His name they can be cast
out of men.
The man possessed with the demons was set free and the
people discovered the man in his right mind sitting at the feet
of Jesus. This man not only was healed of demon possession, but
he became a believer in the Lord and a witness to the power of
Jesus Christ to change men's lives. The people from the city,
however, becsune afraid and asked that Jesus leave their country.
Some were more concerned with the material property of the swine
than with having a changed man. When the power of God is visibly
demonstrated, some people will want the evangelist to leave because
they do not want to be disturbed.
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Jesus did not teach the man until after the demons had
departed from him. Then he was found sitting at the feet of Jesus
being instructed in the way of the Christian life. As Jesus pre
pared to leave the country, the man wanted to go with Him and stay
in His presence. Jesus refused him permission to accompany Him,
but rather commissioned him to be a witness in his own country,
beginning with his feunily and friends. He was to witness to
"everything the Lord has done for you and the mercy he showed
you" (Mark 5:19 Berkeley). The man was obedient to this commission
of Jesus and went throughout the Decapolis announcing everything
that Jesus had done for him. The people were astonished and many
came to know the power of Christ through this man. Though the man
wanted to stay in the presence of Jesus, Jesus insisted that he go
out and be a witness of what had happened in his life to his own
people. There is a time to sit at the feet of Jesus and there is
a time to go out into the cities of the world and tell everyone
what Christ can do and how He can change their lives. Christ may
close doors which seem more inviting than others, only to open
the doors where He wants the Christian to serve. As Christ knew
where this man could be most effective, so He knows where the
Christian worker can be the most effective witness today. The
Christian must obediently enter the door which Christ opens for
him.
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VII. FAITH IN CHRIST RESULTS IN TWO MIRACLES
Matt. 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56
The raising of Jairus' daughter and the healing of the
woman with an issue of blood are treated as a unit since they
were so intertwined. Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came to
meet Jesus. He had a twelve year old daughter who was at the
point of death. Jairus approached Jesus and fell down at His
feet, worshipping Him. Jairus made his request to Jesus that He
come and lay His hands on his daughter that she might be made
whole and live. Jesus responded to this sincere plea and began
His journey to Jairus' home.
While on the way the incident of the woman who was sick
with the issue of blood took place. The woman who had taken all
the known cures for her illness believed that if she could but
touch His garments she would be healed. In faith she stretched
her hand out and touched the garment of Jesus and experienced the
healing power of the Great Physician. When Jesus asked the ques
tion, "Who touched my clothes?" (Mark 5:30), everyone was sur
prised and no one confessed. The disciples did not understand,
for they said that in such a crowd many could have touched His
garment. But Jesus indicated there was someone who specifically
touched Him, "For I perceive that power has gone forth from me"
(Luke 8:46 RSV). The woman had been healed already and now, being
aware of what had happened to her, fell down before Jesus and wit
nessed to how she was healed. Jesus pointed out that in this case
it was her faith that appropriated the healing power. It was the
faith of the woman in the power of Christ which healed her. Faith
alone is not enough; it must be faith in the living Christ, for
only Christ has the power which must flow from Him to the individual
if one is to be heailed, either physically or spiritually.
As Jesus stopped and talked with this woman, one can imagine
the anxiety of Jairus�why did not Jesus hurry; my daughter is
dying and He talks with this woman; after all I did request His
help first. Then news came that Jairus' daughter was now dead and
thus there was no purpose in Jesus' coming to Jairus' home. To
the bystanders it must have appeared that Jesus had delayed too
long and He was too late to be of any help to Jairus' daughter.
But Jesus had other plans and thus He spoke, "Fear not: believe
only, and she shall be made whole" (Luke 8:50). This command must
have created wonder on the part of the multitude and faith on the
part of Jairus. Jesus continued the journey and came to the house
where they were weeping. He asked what they regarded a foolish
question. Why are you weeping? And then He made an even more
ridiculous statement, "Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth"
(Luke 8:52). Though they laughed Him to scorn, none the less He
exerted His authority and put them all out of the house. Jesus
took with Him the mother and father and three of His disciples;
they went into the girl's room and Jesus raised her back to life.
Jesus found it necessary to have around Him those who had faith
in His power if He was to accomplish a miracle. There are those
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who will hinder the work of God; their unbelief will prevent
miracles from taking place. In times of spiritual crisis those
who do not believe must be put aside so God's work can be accomp
lished. The Christian worker must unite himself in prayer with
those who believe if miracles are to be worked. Faith is at the
very basis of effective work.
The Christian should never be unduly hurried. Jairus no
doubt thought that time was so precious and that Jesus should
hurry to the bedside of his daughter. But Jesus was never in a
hurry. When the only opportunity came to deal with the woman, He
stopped and took care of it; then He finished the work He had
started out to do. There eure times when the Christian worker
needs to take time to do a special work that could be done at no
other time and was not in the scheduled activities. Likewise, the
Christian worker needs to realize that he must not be sidetracked
from the main work, but when the special work is accomplished go
on to complete the main task.
VIII. A CONDEMNED WOMAN FORGIVEN
John 7:53-8:11
Following a night of prayer on the Mount of Olives, Jesus
returned to the Temple and began teaching the people. The Scribes
4 /
H. A. Alford, The New Testament for English Readers (Chica
Moody Press, n.d.), p. 535. "In the Alexandrine, Vatican, Paris,
and Sinaitic MSS., the ancient Syriac Versions, and all the early
fathers, it is omitted: The Cambridge MS. alone of all our most
ancient authorities contains it." It is so in keeping with the
spirit of Jesus that it will be considered in this study.
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and Pharisees had caught a woman in the act of adultery. They
dragged her into the Temple and cast her down before Jesus. This
was the only case where we have a person brought unwillingly before
Jesus. The Scribes and Pharisees were not concerned with the
woman, but they were trying to get Jesus to place Himself in a
difficult situation that they might trump up a charge against Him,
This was a most unusual situation and Jesus knew He must first of
all deal with the Scribes and Pharisees before He could minister
to the woman. During His conversation with the men, Jesus did not
look rebukingly at the woman or speaOc to her until they had all
left.
Thinking that they had placed Jesus in an impossible situ
ation, the Jews began the questioning of Jesus. They pointed out
that the law of Moses taught that the woman should be stoned for
committing adultery, so they asked, "What sayest thou?" (John 8:5).
If Jesus had said not to stone her, they would have accused Him of
not believing Moses and the Scriptures; however, if He said to go
ahead and stone her, they would have accused Him before the Romans
for advocating capital punishment which only the Romans could mete
out. Jesus ignored their trick questions completely and wrote
something on the ground. They kept persisting in questioning Him
until He finally answered, "Let the sinless one among you throw
the first stone at her" (John 8:7 Berkeley). Then He stooped down
again and wrote in the sand, allowing time for the men to grasp
the full meaning of His words and to give the Scribes and Pharisees
an opportunity to leave without His looking upon them. It appeared
49
at first that Jesus had been given a choice between two evils, but
Jesus did not let the accusers determine the choices. He chose a
third way which was redemptive for the woman, and gave to the
Scribes and Pharisees a real lesson on condemnation. His point
got across, for all the accusers turned away and none was left to
condemn her.
Jesus had established a favorable situation in which to dis
cuss her problem. Jesus turned His attention to the sinful woman
and asked where her accusers were and if anyone now condemned her.
She was able to look into the face of Jesus for the first time and
gratefully sauid, "No man. Lord" (John 8:11). Then Jesus gave those
great words of forgiveness and the command to live a holy life,
"Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more" (John 8:11).
Though the sin of adultery was condemned by Jesus, He was ready and
eager to forgive even such a great sin when the individual wanted
forgiveness. All that this woman would have needed to have given
up all hope would have been for Jesus to have added words of con
demnation of her sin. She needed redemption, not condemnation.
Sin must be condemned, but there are times when this must not be
the emphasis of the message. Redemption, not condemnation, should
be the theme. One must learn to love the sinner while hating the
sin. The message should center on the good news of forgiveness
found in Jesus Christ and the possibility of living a new life
without sin. Because they brought the woman to Jesus, she found
forgiveness of her sins rather than death. Her fear was turned
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into rejoicing as she found the One who gave her the power to sin
no more. These are the people that the Christian worker must
bring to Christ that they might find redemption and a new life
in Him.
IX. THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
Matt. 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4-15
Great multitudes had come to hear Jesus preach on the shore
of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus entered a ship that He might have an
advantageous position from which to speak to the crowds. The
evangelist should always select a place from which to address the
congregation where he can be both easily heard auid seen. Personal
contact between the crowd and the evangelist is important if the
evangelist is to communicate his message to them.
Jesus spoke to them what is commonly referred to as the
Parable of the Sower. The emphasis, however, was not on the sower,
but rather upon the types of soil in which the seed was sown. The
sower represented the evangelist; the seed was the symbol of the
Gospel message; the sowing was teaching and preaching the Word of
God; and the types of soil portrayed the various responses of
those who heard the message. The heart of man is the soil into
which the message is to be sown.
He first described the Stolid Heart, symbolized by the
soil trodden hard by the traffic of life. Then He in
dicated the Shallow Heart, the thin life typified by
the top soil on a ledge of rock. It does not take
much heat of tribulation or persecution for such to
4
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wither away. The third picture is that of the
Strangled Heart. The thorns which choke the word
aire the cares of the world and the deceitfulness
of riches. Herein lies the greatest danger for
every Christian. The fourth is the Steady Heart ,
the good ground that brings forth a harvestT3
The WGiyside hearer, though hearing the words spoken, does
not understand the message because his heart has been hardened
and does not permit the Word of God to penetrate below the surface.
Spiritual truths which do not take root are quickly removed by
Satan to prevent the possibility of the individual's believing.
The problem which faces the evangelist is to cultivate the heart
until one can break through the outer hardened surface and reach
the man with the message of Christ .
The rocky ground is indicative of the shallowness of the
human heart. .
The surface of the mind and disposition is easily
stirred, soon excited: but beneath lies a heart
even harder than the trodden way. So the plan,
springing up under the false heat of excitement,
having no root struck down into the depths of the
being, is, when the real heat from without arises,
which is intended to strengthen and forward the
healthy-rooted plan, withered and destroyed. ^
The Christian worker must appeal to more than the emotional aspect
of man, for this will lead only to a superficial acceptance of
Christ and the initial enthusiasm will soon wither and die.
-^Ralph E&rle, H. J. S. Blaney, and C. W. Carter, The Wesleyan
Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
1964), Vol. 4, ]p. 64.
^H. A. Alford, The New Testament for English Readers
(Chicago: Moody Press, n.d. ), p. 97.
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The third type of hearer is one in whom the Word of God is
deeply planted, takes root and grows up, and has the possibility
of bearing fruit. However, fruitbearing is not forthcoming for:
The seed sprouting among the thorns depicts the pre
occupied hearer whose heart is already full of care
and worldly interests ... .A divided allegiance prevents
the maturing of spiritual values. 7
The evangelist must clearly present this truth that there cannot
be a divided will in the Christian life, but there must be a full
commitment to Christ eind His way. "The cares of this world, and
the deceitfulness of riches" (Matt. 13:22), and "the lusts of
other things" (Mark 4:19) not only stiffle Christian fruitfulness
but will destroy the Christian life.
Jesus presented three types of hearers who had different
hindrances which prevented them from becoming fruitful Christians:
the careless, inattentive, hardened hearer; the shallow, emotional
hearer; and the preoccupied, self-seeking, worldly hearer. Lest
the evemgelist become discouraged at the unresponsiveness to the
Gospel, he needs to recognize that these types are in every crowd.
Yet, the hardened hearer may be cultivated, the shallow hearer may
be deepened, and the self-seeking thorn cut out of the worldly ,
hearer. The task of preparing the soil is ^important in the
work of evangelism.
'C. F, Pfeiffer and E. F. Harrison (editors). The Wycliffe
Bible Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1962), p. 952.
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The final class of hearers is the good soil which is pre
disposed to receive the Word of God. Only those who hear the Word
and understand it are able to produce Christian fruit.
The sowing is not necessarily the first that has ever
taken place: the field has been and is continually
resown, so that the care of the husbandman is pre
supposed."
Christian evsmgelism today cannot be content with one presentation
of the Gospel to individuals. Their hearts need to be carefully
cultivated that they may be receptive to the Word of God, allow
it to take root in their hearts that it may grow and mature and
bear Christian fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
X. A GOOD LAWYER SEEKS TRUTH
Luke 10:25-37
A good lawyer attempted to test Jesus* knowledge of what
must be done to have eternal life. Instead of being put on the
defensive by the lawyer, Jesus took the offense by answering the
lawyer's question with a question for him to answer, "What is
written in the law? how readest thou?" (Luke 10:26). Thus, the
burden of answering the question was placed on the lawyer and he
wisely quoted from Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19: l8 in summing
up the two great commandments from the Old Testament. Jesus com
mended the lawyer, "Thou hast answered right: this do and thou
H. A. Alford, The New Testament for English Readers
(Chicago: Moody Press, n.d.), p. 95.
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Shalt live" (Luke 10:28). The lawyer had become seriously inter
ested in discovering what he must do and asked the further ques
tion, "Who is my neighbor?" Jesus replied with the parable of the
Good Samaritan.
As the lawyer rightfully pointed out, the love of God with
all one's heart, soul, strength, and mind is the basic love which
man must have. But the love for neighbor gives evidence to the
authenticity of one's love for God. The question the lawyer asked
concerning who his neighbor was is as vital an issue today as it
was in the first century. Is my neighbor composed of my circle of
friends only, or of those who worship as I do, or of those who have
the same color of skin that I have? After telling the parable,
Jesus posed the question to the lawyer, "Which one of these three
do you think proved himself a real neighbor?" (Luke 10:36 Williams).
There was only one answer which could be given� the man who actually
helped the individual in need. Then Jesus gave a command to the
lawyer, "Go and do thou likewise" (Luke 10:37). The plan of sal
vation in this incident was built around love for God and love for
one's fellow man. Following Jesus' command the natural question
would have been, but how do I love my unlovable neighbor? The
answer today as then lies in receiving the power of Jesus Christ
which gives new hearts of love to people.
The incident ended with the command of Jesus, and no indi
cation was given whether the lawyer took the advice of Jesus. The
lawyer did hare a change in his attitude toward JeBus: whereas at
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first he sought to test Jesus in order to discredit Him, he later
became a sincere seeker after the truth and, more important, was
able to understand the new truth which Jesus presented that every
one was a neighbor and must be loved.
Jesus refused to be put on the defensive in His teaching.
He used the method of answering a question by asking one of the
questioner. In this way He drew from the lawyer a truth which he
already knew. Thus Jesus could commend him for his knowledge of
the truth. Speaking words of commendation usually creates better
rapport with individuals one is trying to reach. The lawyer was
willing to listen further to Jesus. Jesus was able to say that
all he needed to do was to practice what he already knew and then
he would have eternal life. Jesus found out what the man knew.
In working with individuals the evangelist needs to do less talking
and take time to discover what the individual already knows. Then
the evangelist can build on what the individual has learned and
add to it as Jesus did. Jesus' method of asking questions is a good
way of approaching individuals. At the close of His parable, in
stead of merely pointing out the answer. He asked for the lawyer
to do it. This forced the lawyer to give the answer in his own
words and thus he more fully understood the truth of the parable.
XI. PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL SIGHT RESTORED
John 9:1-14
As Jesus was walking through the streets of Jerusalem, He
saw a man who had been blind from birth. The disciples raised the
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question concerning whether the blindness had come as a result of
sin. Jesus replied that neither the sin of this man nor of his
parents was involved in the blindness, but this was in the plan of
God that at this time the work of God might be made known in him.
After Jesus anointed the man's eyes with clay. He commanded him to
go to the pool of Siloam and wash off the clay. Obedience was re
quired on the part of the man in order to receive his sight. Jesus
could have healed him in a moment as He later did Bartimaeus, but
Jesus worked with each individual in a special way to meet the
needs of that person that the works of God might be made known.
In the initial contact, the blind man received his physical
sight. This created a stir within the community and even the
Pharisees were made conscious that something great happened. They
questioned the man and then his parents attempting to disprove this
man's story which he was telling everyone. What a witness this man
was, but to what was he a witness? To his healing�yes; but the
man did not even know who it was who had given him his sight. How
ever, the Pharisees knew and tried to discredit Jesus. The man
would not be budged in his story; he was blind, but now he saw and
this man whoever He was accomplished it. The man began to grasp
that the Pharisees were trying to make out that the man who healed
him was a sinner, so he witnessed to the great power that it took
to give a blind man sight; thus, the man who healed him must be
from God.
The man had developed in his understanding as a result of
his controversy with the Pharisees eind had come to the place where
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he was ready to know the Son of God. The Pharisees had cast him
out of the Temple and he no longer worshipped God there. When Jesus
heard of the man's difficulties, He searched the man out. This time
Jesus came right to the point and asked him if he believed in the
Son of God. The man was ripe for this question for he was ready to
believe; the only thing lacking was information concerning in whom
to believe. Jesus revealed to the man in very clear terms that He
was the Son of God; the man immediately worshipped Him and believed.
This was one of the few times that Jesus made such a straightforward
declaration of His nature. In this follow-up by Jesus the man re
ceived his spiritual sight and recognized Jesus as his Lord. When
Jesus heard that the man was in difficulty, He sought him out and
helped him. When people whom the Christian hopes to reach are in
trouble and difficulty, the Christian must go to those persons and
give spiritual support in time of need. The Christian needs to
know the right time to follow-up individuals and take the time to
follow-up needy people.
There may be things which the Christian does not understand
at times, such as the blindness of this man from birth. He needs
to realize that this particulau: thing may be used to make known the
works of God. The new Christian needs to be aware that when he be
gins to witness about the works of the Lord there will be those who
will not believe his testimony and who will try to discredit him,
his message, and above all his Lord. If men would not receive the
witness of a man blind from birth who had received his physical
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sight, it is certain that there are men who will not receive the
witness of a new spiritual life in Christ. Yet, that witness must
be proclaimed that the world may know that Christ can heal the
sin-sick soul.
XII. CHILDREN IN THE KINGDOM
Matt. 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-1?
Some parents brought their children to Jesus hoping that He
would lay His hemds upon them, pray for them, and bless them. How
ever the disciples felt that Jesus was too busy with His teaching
ministry with adults and did not have time to be bothered with the
children. They told the parents not to bring the children to Jesus
and even prevented them from doing so. When Jesus noticed what was
happening. He was very indignant with His disciples; He told His
disciples never to prevent children from coming to Him. Jesus was
never so wrapped up in what He was doing that He failed to notice
the situation around Him. The Christian worker must constantly be
alert to the current situation that he might catch problems at the
beginning and prevent them from developing.
Jesus phrased His rebuke of the disciples* method of prevent
ing the children from coming to Him by giving a positive command to
the disciples, "Let the children come to me, do not hinder them;
for to such belongs the kingdom of God" (Mark 10: l4 RSV). It sur
prised the disciples that Jesus would take time to hold and talk
to the little children. Jesus took this opportunity to teach about
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children and the Kingdom of God. He pointed up the eternal worth
of a little child in His eyes by this practical demonstration. His
actions taught a far greater lesson than mere words on the subject.
In working with children, the action of the Christian is far more
important than what he tells them. The Christian must demonstrate
the love and concern of Christ for them.
Jesus further said that little children were more able and
ready to be members of the Kingdom of God than were adults. More
over, one cannot enter the Kingdom of God unless he receives it
with the same kind of faith and belief that a child has� a faith
that does not question the truth which Jesus taught, but accepts
it at face value.
The parents were finally able to bring their children to
Jesus after He intervened and commanded His disciples never to pre
vent children from coming to Him. Jesus could always make room
in His busy schedule to receive children and bless them. Jesus was
a blessing to the children as He held them in His arms and joy
filled the hesirts of the parents. The only way many parents can
be reached is through their children and the Christian worker must
not neglect this opportunity.
The Christian worker today must realize the importance of
a ministry to children. Their minds and hearts are receptive to
the message of Jesus as no other group and they will respond
eagerly to the Master when He is presented to them. Little children
are ready to receive Christ as their Saviour at an early age.
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Though they may not be able to understand all the details of
Christian doctrine, they can in all sincerity put their faith amd
trust in Jesus Christ. They must never be prevented from coming
to the Lord, Work with the children should be a central part of
the ministry of winning people to Christ. Children brought to
Christ at an eeurly age will need continual follow-up so they will
grow in grace and the knowledge of Christ.
XIII. THE HINDRANCE TO EVANGELISM
John 12:37-50
The greatest single hindrance to the acceptance of the
Gospel is unbelief. The purpose of the disciple John in writing
his Gospel was to meet this hindrance, "These are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye might have life through his name" (John 20:31). The
only way to have real life� life eternal�is to believe in Jesus
Christ. The insistence on man's believing was one of crucial
importance with Jesus as evidenced by the use of this concept in
9
the Gospels.
The spiritual blindness of the people was amazing, for
"though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they be
lieved not on him" (John 12:37). This refusal to believe had been
Matthew recorded the word believe or a derivative 11 times,
Mark 16 times, Luke 11 times, and John 98 times. James Strong, The
Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (New York: Eaton and Mains,
1890), pp. 121, 122.
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prophesied in Isaiah 53:1 and 6:10, using the terms He hath
"blinded" and "hardened." "This activity of God cannot be viewed
as deliberately planned to make faith impossible for those who
desire to believe. Bather, this is the answer of God to unbelief."
God in His infinite wisdom was aware of the response which would
be afforded Christ by men who had hardened their hearts against
the light.
The church faces this same problem of unbelief today with
the multitudes of people who have hardened their hearts.
Sometimes unbelief arises from the reluctance to re
nounce sin (cf. 3:19)- With others it is due to a
basic rebellion, an unwillingness to be convinced.
In some cases it is due to defective witnesses� a
major cause of current skepticism. With others it
may be due to the slow erosion caused by the "acids
of modernity," leaving only a nostalgic memory of
an earlier faith.-^^
It is true that in many instances unbelief has resulted from de
fective witnesses. This should awaken the Christian to become an
effective and vital witness for his Lord. It is the task of
evangelism to overcome these causes of unbelief that all might
have a living and virile faith in Christ.
Jesus emphasized that believing in Him was to be identified
as believing in God (John 13:44), Throughout His ministry, people
C. F. Pfeiffer and E. F. Harrison (editors). The Wycliffe
Bible Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1962), p. 1100.
^^Q, A. Turner and J. fi. Hantey, The Gospel of John (Vol. 4
of The Evangelical Commentary on the Bible. Grand Bapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 19^4), pp. 256, 257.
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responded to Jesus in one of three ways: "Some believed, others
disbelieved, while the rest were convinced but not converted, not
12
committed," These are still the three basic reactions to the
presentation of Christ.
Jesus clearly indicated the purpose of His coming, "For I
came not to judge the world, but to save the world" (John 12:47).
Since the time of the fall of man, man has been judged to be sin
ful and thus under condemnation. Christ has come to provide re
demption from judgment. The emphasis of Christian preaching today
should not be on God's judgment of sin, but rather on the provision
which Christ has made for our redemption from sin and judgment.
The evangelist must not fall into the pattern of always condemning
various vices in his preaching, but must proclaim the Christ who
will bring them from darkness unto light if they only believe in
Him.
XIV. LOVED BY JESUS BUT LOST
Matt. 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke l8:l8-30
The young man who came to Jesus was not only a rich ruler,
but one uho wanted to be certain that he had all that life could
offer him, even eternal life. He was a good young man, having
kept to the letter of the law the Ten Commandments from his youth.
Ibid.
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The young ruler was so anxious to find the answer to his question
that he ran to Jesus. He had heard many things about Jesus which
had impressed him greatly, for when he found Jesus he knelt down
before Him and called Him good. The young man spoke first, asking,
"Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?"
(Mark 10:17). Jesus answered the question by giving a rhetorical
question which He Himself proceeded to answer. Many people are
bothered by the rhetorical question of Jesus, "Why callest thou
me good? There is none good but one, that is, God" (Mark 10:l8).
Jesus was asking the man whether he realized the great truth he
had spoken in calling Jesus good. For truly He is God.
Jesus spoke of the necessity of keeping the commandments.
He enumerated five of the Ten Commandments and the second of the
Great Commandments to love thy neighbor as thyself. Jesus came
not to destroy the Law or Commandments, but to fulfill them. Jesus
used them as the basis of His teaching on how to inherit eternal
life. Jesus asked the young man about his keeping of the command
ments and he replied that he had kept them from his youth. Mark
alone recorded the touching scene of Jesus looking upon the young
man and loving him. This young man was portrayed as one of the
best youths of his day, well-trained and disciplined. What a
wonderful candidate he would have made for a disciple of Jesus.
But there was something more important than the outward keeping
of the commandments, and that was his inward attitude. Jesus was
able to observe that the young ruler was proud of his riches.
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This was his sin and Jesus pointed out that his particular problem
was that of trusting in riches. Jesus promised the young ruler
treasure in heaven, but it would cost him his material treasure on
earth. The rich young ruler turned away from Jesus and would not
follow Him even though Jesus called him specifically. Jesus loved
him, taught him, called him, but this was not enough. The young
man left sorrowfully; he left and was lost for eternity. There is
no record that he ever changed his mind, for surely if any of the
Gospel writers had known it, they would have added it to their
account. The love of riches was too great a god for this young
miler and he was not willing to give up his riches and yield his
life to the Master.
Then Jesus turned to His disciples and discussed with them
the great cost of discipleship. He taught that it was difficult
for the rich to enter heaven because it was so easy for them to
trust in their riches as did this young ruler. The comparison of
a camel going through the eye of a needle with a rich man entering
heaven was so vivid that the disciples wondered who could be saved.
Jesus responded that, though it was impossible for men to do it in
their own strength, with God's power everything was possible. Jesus
indicated that all who were willing to go all the way with Him
would suffer persecution, but in the midst of it they would have
happiness a hundred fold, and should inherit eternal life in the
end. The cost of discipleship is still the same today�everything
must be placed on the altar� and Christian workers dare not present
discipleship as anything less.
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Jesus tried to find some common ground upon which to base
His answer. He turned to the Commandments which He supposed the
rich young ruler had been keeping. This gave the ruler a chance
to respond in the affirmative and then to ask Jesus what he still
lacked. Jesus hit hard at the core of the young man's problem by
saying that his riches were the only thing holding him out of the
Kingdom of God. But this hard teaching was tempered by the love
which Jesus had for the young ruler. Even before the ruler had a
chance to make a decision of faith, Jesus called him to come and
follow Him.
There will be promising young people whom the Christian
worker will love and try to win, but they will not yield themselves
to the Lord. Lest he become discouraged, he needs to realize that
Jesus did not win all the men He sought. The task of the Christian
worker is not to make decisions, for only the individued can do
that for himself; rather it is to be faithful in presenting the
Gospel and the way to Christian discipleship.
XV. BLIND BARTIMAEUS CALLS TO JESUS
Matt. 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43
This incident took place between old Jericho and the new
Jericho which Herod the Great had built a short distance away.
Jesus, His disciples, and a great multitude of people were walking
at the outskirts of the city. Bartimaeus, the blind son of Timaeus,
was sitting with another blind companion along the road begging.
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Bartimaeus heard the excitement of the multitude and inquired what
was happening. When Bartimaeus heard that it was this Jesus of
Nazareth of whom he had heard such wonderful reports, he began to
cry out to Jesus for mercy. The people rebuked him and told him
to keep quiet for they felt that Jesus did not have time to pay
attention to a blind beggar. But the man would not be denied
being heard by Jesus and he cried out the louder. Jesus' ears
were always open to those who called to Him; He stopped and called
to the blind man. The attitude of the crowd changed suddenly from
one of rebuking the man to one of friendliness. When Jesus called
for Bartimaeus to come to Him, the crowd came to the man with the
news, "Be of good cheer for the Master calleth for you." Each
wanted to be the one to help blind Bartimaeus to Jesus. The call
of Jesus puts importance on the individual. The man who is "just
another blind beggar" becomes the one whom the Master calleth. It
is not the masses which are important , but the individuals who
make up the masses. These are the ones to whom the good news must ^
be brought .
In approaching blind Bartimaeus, Jesus began the conversa
tion by asking him what he wanted Him to do. Bartimaeus had only
one request and there was no hesitation in asking it, "Lord, that
I might receive my sight" (Mark 10:51). Jesus used this incident
as another great object lesson on faith. The restoring of sight
became an accomplished fact because the man believed in the wonder
ful power of Jesus. Jesus commanded the man, "Go thy way; thy faith
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hath made thee whole" (Mark 10:52). The man was obedient to the
command and immediately he received his sight. But notice, he was
not given only physical sight, but spiritual sight also. In fact
it was his faith, his spiritual sight, that enabled him to receive
his physical sight. The man no longer walked in his own way, but
from this time he followed Jesus in the way. Faith today demands
the obedience of following Jesus in the way.
If Bartimaeus had become discouraged and followed the advice
of the crowd not to call out to Jesus, he never would have received
his sight. But he cried out the louder and again and again until
Jesus called to him. Those who have a need should cry out the more.
It is important to realize that the ear of Jesus is always open and
when in sincerity one calls to Him, He will hear. The Christian
worker needs to be sensitive to these calls of needy people and
bring them to Jesus.
XVI. ZACCHAEUS MAKES RESTITUTION
Luke 19:1-28
Jesus had restored sight to blind Bartimaeus outside the
city of Jericho. The people witnessed it and gave praise to God.
The town was all astir with the news as Jesus entered into the
city- The people filled the streets to catch a glimpse of the
healer. Zacchaeus, the very wealthy tax-commissioner of the dis
trict, heard the news that Jesus was coming and wanted to see what
this man was like. The crowd was packed in the streets waiting
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to see Jesus. Zacchaeus, a man of small stature, was unable to
see over the crowd and could not push his way through to the front.
Because he was a tax collector many of the Jews despised him and
were unwilling to give him any advantage in seeing Jesus, But
Zacchaeus was a resourceful man. He ran ahead and climbed up into
a tree so that when Jesus passed by underneath he would have an
excellent vantage point from which to observe this miracle worker.
To the surprise of Zacchaeus, Jesus stopped right beneath the
tree where he was, Jesus looked up at Zacchaeus and smiled at the
ingenuity of this man as He called for him to come down. One can
imagine the emotions which went through the mind of Zacchaeus--he
was shunned by people of the city and now the person everyone was
clamoring to see had stopped and called for him to come down.
Jesus called to Zacchaeus, "Make haste, and come down; for today
I must abide at thy house" (Luke 19:5) � A hint of urgency was in
the voice of Jesus as He spoke, "make haste," "today," and "I must
abide," Jesus was not calling for discipleship, the "Follow Me"
which He had used before; but He was calling Zacchaeus to come
down for He wanted to stop at his house that very day, Zacchaeus
did not wait for a second invitation; he lost no time in coming
down to be with Jesus, for this miracle worker wanted to be with
him, Jesus left the multitude and went apart with Zacchaeus to
talk with him personally about the things of the Kingdom and
especially of salvation. It is not enough merely to talk to people
in public} the Christian worker needs to take the time to follow-up
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individuals in personal conversation. One can reach only people
in whom interest smd concern are shown. The invitation needs to
be geared to the individual. Some are not ready to make a full
commitment and should not be asked to at that particular time.
They may be ready to respond only to the invitation to "come down"
said talk further about the things of Christ . Many must be led step
by step until they are ready to yield their lives fully to Christ.
Because Zacchaeus came down eind had his life so miraculously
changed that he made restitution for all his former cheating as a
tax collector, Jesus announced that this very day salvation had
come to the home of Zacchaeus. At this point the crowd who had
followed Jesus to Zacchaeus' house began to grumble about the
association of Jesus with sinful people. Jesus took this oppor
tunity to point out that these were the people that the Son of Man
had come to seek and to save. Jesus' mission was to seek out those
in need and help them. Christian workers can never be content to
minister only to the good people of the community. The great need
is to reach out to the sinful outside of Christ and lead them to
Christ. This can be done only as the Christian worker is willing
to go to these people in their homes or places of business and
witness to them concerning the saving power of Jesus Christ.
From the announcement of Jesus, "This day is salvation come
to this house" (Luke 19:9), one can conclude that not only Zacchaeus
but also his family were saved. Zacchaeus recognized his sin and
was willing not only to make restitution for what he had taken by
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fraud, but to pay back four times the amount. Zacchaeus had been
living in the midst of poverty-stricken people, but only after he
had come to Jesus was he moved with compassion to give them half
his property. Such was the evidence of the changed life of
Zacchaeus who responded to the invitation of the Master. Jesus
did not call Zacchaeus to leave his business and follow Him. His
purpose in talking to Zacchaeus was to bring salvation to him so
that he might become a witness of what Christ can do in the life
of an individual. One can hear the people of Jericho saying,
"There goes a man who made restitution for his cheating and gave
half of his wealth to the poor after he had met Jesus." He was a
tremendous witness to the transforming power of Jesus. Restitution
needs to be presented to Christians who will become living wit
nesses in their communities of how Jesus can change one's life
completely. Making restitution can be a means of witnessing of
what Christ has done and will open the door to talking to people
about Christ. The new Christian's restitution for his past sins
is a wonderful evangelistic opportunity.
XVII. A "DEATH-BED" CONVERSION
Luke 23:39-43
The scene was Friday morning on the hill of Golgotha outside
the city gates of Jerusalem. A Roman execution had taken place and
three men had been crucified. But One of them was not like the
other two who were confessed thieves, for He was the Son of God.
71
The leaders of the Jews and the soldiers made sport of Jesus and
mocked Him. Also, one of the two thieves took up the mocking of
Jesus and ridiculed Him, but he was rebuked by the other thief.
This second thief acknowledged his guilt and realized that they
were suffering justly for the evil they had done. But this thief
recognized that there was something different about Jesus, and
this difference was His holiness. The thief then turned to Jesus
and made a request, "Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy
kingdom" (Luke 23:4-2). It was being in the very presence of Jesus
which caused this thief to put his trust in Jesus. Jesus did not
give him a discourse on what he must believe in order to become
His disciple, but simply accepted this man's faith in Him and
announced to him the assurance, "I assure you, today you will be
with Me in paradise!" (Luke 25:43 Berkeley). Here is the very
heart of the Gospel. All the man had to do was look to Jesus and
believe in Him to inherit eternal life. Because of his faith and
trust in Christ he was received into the Kingdom.
No one is ever too wicked, too sick, too near death, nor is
it ever too late to bring a person to Christ and thus into the
Kingdom. In evangelistic work the important aspect is not getting
a person to believe in a certain body of teaching, but rather to
believe in Jesus Christ . As people are brought into the presence
of Christ and learn to know Him, they will come to place their
faith and trust in Him. The Christian worker must lead people
into the presence of Christ.
CHAPTER IV
MASS EVANGELISM OF JESUS
Throughout His ministry Jesus preached to great throngs of
people who flocked around Him and followed Him from place to place.
In this study of evangelistic incidents it was difficult to deter
mine whether some should be classified as personal or mass evangel
ism. Many of the incidents which were included in the chapter on
Evangelism of Jesus to Individuals took place amid the crowds.
The first evangelism which appeared in the New Testa
ment was Mass Evangelism. Great throngs heard the
preaching of John the Baptist, and many repented of
their sin and were baptized. Though a preacher to
crowds, he dealt with individuals personally when
they requested baptism.!
At the outset of His ministry Jesus used the mass approach as had
John the Baptist. Time and time again Jesus took advantage of
the opportunities to preach to the multitudes.
As the Master taught the multitudes, individuals came to
Him and He dealt with them individually. Usually from the masses
He would focus upon an individual and minister to that person.
Jesus never assumed that the mass of people could believe en masse;
but, only as individuals out of the mass turned to Him aind believed
individually, could they be redeemed. The preaching of Jesus to
ntf. L. Muncy, Jr,, New Testament Evangelism For Today
(Kansas City: Central Seminary Press, 1951), p. 17.
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the crowds was a preparation for the personal contact which was to
follow. His preaching and teaching was the sowing of the seed
which would be harvested individually. His sermons provided the
method by which He could reach the multitude to convict them of
sin and the necessity of salvation, but only as the individuals
were born again could they enter into His kingdom.
A great deal of varied reaction to the public preaching and
teaching of Jesus was evidenced in the New Testament. Much of the
response was of a violent nature--either for or against Christ.
They either sought to kill Him or they came to worship Him. His
message was one which brought division among the people (Luke 12:
51-53)' Some believed readily and sought to follow Christ and
truly learn from Him the way of truth. The Twelve disciples are
the best example of this response. Others rejected Christ and
sought to get rid of Him, for He was a disturbing influence in
their community. With the exception of Nicodemus, the Jewish
leaders represented this reaction to Jesus. There were others who
at first believed Jesus until He presented more fully the demands
of the Gospel; then they went away and followed Him no more
(John 6:66).
Jesus gave us a principle which applies to the mass approach,
"For many are called, but few are chosen" (Matt. 22:14). One may
preach and teach to thousands of people and give them the invita
tion to follow, but out of the multitudes only a few will respond
and become disciples of the Lord.
74
In many incidents the teaching and preaching material was
presented without any particular reference to the approach which
the Master used or to the response which resulted from His message.
At this point one needs to realize that the record of the Gospels
is only a brief sketch of the work of the Master in dealing with
the masses to whom He ministered.
I. THE FIRST MIRACLE AT A WEDDING FEAST
John 2:1-11
This incident took place at a marriage feast which was held
in Cana of Galilee. Jesus, His mother. His brothers and sisters,
His disciples, the wedding party, and guests were present on this
most joyous occasion. When they ran out of wine at the party, the
mother of Jesus csuae to Him with the request that He help solve
the problem. Mary had confidence in her son even though at first
Jesus seemingly was not planning to do anything to help; she turned
to the servants and told them to do anything He bid them do. Jesus
then told the servants to fill the waterpots with water and then
draw from them. Jesus spoke with authority. He gave the commands
to "fill", "draw", "bear". When the servants had fulfilled His
commands, the miracle took place and the water was turned into
wine. To the surprise of the ruler, this was the best wine. This
was an object lesson showing that Jesus demanded unquestioning
obedience to His commands. He did not beg or plead, but merely
commanded and the miracle took place.
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The host of the wedding feast was saved from embarrassment
since they had enough wine for the wedding feast. The wine which
Jesus provided was the best wine. Whenever Jesus did something,
it always turned out to be the best. This was the first sign or
miracle which Jesus performed in His ministry. It was designed to
reveeJ. His glory and to help His disciples and others understand
who He was. This sign helped His disciples to further deepen their
faith in Him.
Today it is the miracle-working Jesus who is to be presented
to the people as the only One worthy of their faith. When Chris
tians are willing to obey the commands of Christ, then they can
expect miracles to take place. Many people need to see what the
power of Christ can do for an individual before they will turn to
Him and trust Him. Christians in their daily lives must be living
examples of this transforming power of Christ.
II. FIRST CLEANSING OF GOD'S TEMPLE
John 2:13-22
At the outset of the public ministry of Jesus He went to
the Temple at Jerusalem. The Jewish leaders were buying and sell
ing animals for sacrifice auid in the process making a large profit
on the exchange of animals. They were also exchanging the foreign
money for the Jewish coin which was required for use in the Temple
at an exorbitant rate of exchange. This was all going on within
the Temple court and had caused the Temple to become a noisy.
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smelly place. The love of money had corrupted the Temple leaders
and much graft was taking place under the guise of religious
practice.
Jesus was greatly displeased at this sacrilege and He took
a direct approach to put an end to it. With a whip, He drove them
all out of the Temple. The fact that He was allowed to do this
showed the authority which must have been evidenced in Him. Temple
guards were always present with the necessary force to have stopped
Him, but they did not because of His authority. After Jesus had
driven out those who had desecrated the Temple, He spoke to them
sind explained the reason for His actions. Jesus presented His
teaching on the use of the House of God; it was not to be used as
a place of merchandise, but as a place of prayer- This was the
first reference of Jesus to the truth that God was His Father. He
did not say "our Father" but rather "My Father" showing that unique
relationship which He alone had with the Father. The Jews received
a vivid lesson on the proper use of the Temple. Though the corrupt
leaders had been driven out by Jesus, they returned and continued
their corruption of God's house. Later, following His Triumphal
Entry, Jesus had to cleanse the Temple again. An outward clean
sing, though sometimes necessary, will not rid the church of
corruption. This will come about only as the hearts of men are
changed.
When the Jews questioned His authority to cleanse the Temple,
Jesus replied %d.th a prophecy concerning Hie death and resurrection.
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Though neither the Jewish leaders nor the disciples understood it,
the disciples remembered it after He had risen and believed the
Scripture and the teaching of Jesus. His death and resurrection
would be the final evidence that He possessed the authority to
cleanse the Temple. Likewise, the death and resurrection of Jesus
is the evidence that Jesus is the divine Son of God.
In this incident Jesus identified Himself with the common
people. They were aware of the graft and corruption of the Temple
leaders but were unable to do anything about it. But here was a
man who dared to champion their cause of having been dealt with
unjustly by the religious leaders of their day and even in the
Temple. The evil which has crept within the church today often
must be dealt with forcefully- Jesus was not able to tolerate
this kind of action in the house of God, nor should it be tolerated
today. The house of God cannot be allowed to be misused and the
Christian leader has a responsibility to stop all corrupt practices
within the church. Jesus was fully aware of the consequences of
His action for He prophesied of His death at this time. When the
Christian leader cleanses the church of corruption and worldliness,
he should be aware that opposition will develop against him. In
many cases the situation will require militant action regardless
of the consequences. Vested interests in the church, whether they
be clerical or lay, must never be allowed to use the church for
their own private , financial or political gain. The worship of God
and the evangelization of men must always be central in the life
of the church.
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III. THE CITY OF SYCHAK RECEIVES A SAVIOUR
John 4:27-42
The woman of Sychar, whom Jesus had talked with at the well,
2
went back into her city and witnessed concerning Jesus. She was
so effective that she brought a large group to Jesus that He might
also convince them that He was the Messiah. The Samaritan woman
simply gave her witness concerning Jesus and then said, "Come,
see..." (John 4:29). She offered no arguments to the crowd, but
gave a straightforward presentation of Jesus with the invitation
to discover the truth for themselves. Christian workers must begin
at this point today and invite the multitude to come and see. The
evangelist cannot make people Christian, but he can bring them to
the Christ who can.
As Jesus saw the people of Sychar coming out to meet Him,
He pointed out to His disciples that these were the people who
were ripe for the harvest of souls. The people had become so
interested in Jesus as a result of the woman's testimony that they
requested He come into their city and teach them. These events
formed a lesson on evangelism for His disciples and for us today.
Many people are ready to be harvested for the Kingdom and the
disciples of Jesus will share in that harvest. Others planted
the seed which prepared the people and now the disciples became
the laborers who were to reap the harvest of souls. Jesus was
teaching that we are not to postpone the time of reaping, "Say not
ye. There are yet four months, and then cometh the harvest?...
For the background of this incident refer to page 34 ff
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Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white
already to harvest" (John 4:35). The Christian worker must reap
when the harvest is ready. Other programs may have to be set aside
and time spent leading people to Christ when they are ready to come.
The work of evangelism should take precedence over other types of
Christian work.
As a result of the woman's testimony many of the Samaritans
believed, but as a result of Jesus' teaching and preaching in Sychar
for two days many more believed. They believed now because they
had heard the Word of Christ. Their belief was no longer based
on a second-hand experience, for they had come to Christ Himself.
The woman and those who initially believed acknowledged Him as the
Messiah, but as a result of their face-to-face meeting with Christ
they believed in Him as the Saviour of the world. A second-hand
faith is not adequate and the Christian worker must lead people
to a personal experience of Jesus Christ. Through the presentation
of the Word of God the multitudes can come to know Christ. Since
there are not enough Christian workers, this task must be done
with groups rather than individually. During the follow-up period
new Christians need to have their initial faith increased and their
understanding deepened.
Jesus took advantage of this dual opportunity to instruct
His disciples about the world-wide field that was ready for immedi
ate harvest and to further instruct and confirm the faith of the
Samaritans. The personal approach of Jesus with the woman made
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possible the mass approach opportunity with the people of Sychar.
The winning of one person to Christ cam very often open the doors
of opportunity to reach many more. The Christian leader needs to
be on the lookout for individuals through whom he can reach the
multitudes.
IV. THE NECESSITY TO PREACH TO MANY CITIES
Matt. 4:23; Mark 1:35-59; Luke 4:42-44
During His first preaching tour in Galilee Jesus retired
to the desert to pray. The multitudes sought Jesus with the re
quest that He stay with them. They wanted the Master to settle
down in their community and continue teaching, preaching, and
healing their sick. The disciples told Jesus that all the people
were seeking Him. Jesus responded with the statement that His
calling was not to go to just one city, "I must preach the Kingdom
of God to other cities also" (Luke 4:43). This was the purpose
for which Jesus had come to the world. Christ's message was not
to be limited to one city or nation, but it was to be taken to all
the cities throughout the world. These people had had opportunity
to hear; those who had not had this opportunity must be told the
good news of the Kingdom. Jesus carried out His plan and went
throughout the v^ole region preaching the good news of the Kingdom
of God.
Jesus felt under necessity to go to new areas to preach His
message for His ultimate purpose was to reach the world. One can
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never be content to have ninety per cent of the pastors preaching
to ten per cent of the world; Christian leaders must go to the
"other cities" with the good news of our Lord. Christians should
feel under divine command to follow the exeunple of Jesus to tell
men everywhere of the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. This can
be done only as Christian leaders follow a plan to reach new areas
of the world for Christ.
V. CHOICE OF TWO WAYS
Matt. 5, 6, 7; Luke 6:17-^9
A large number of His disciples and a vast crowd from all
over Judea, Galilee, and the coasts of Tyre and Sidon ceune to hear
Jesus. A ready-made congregation who had heard of Jesus and were
interested in hearing more had come to listen to this man preach.
Many were curiosity seekers, but likewise many individuals were
hungry for the things of God. V/hen they were seated, Jesus looked
upon them and taught them deep spiritual truths.
Jesus presented the beatitudes which outline Christian
character and how Christians should be witnesses. He stressed
that the Gospel was superior to the Law. He dealt with prayer,
hypocrisy, and fasting, and warned against worldly anxieties. He
gave them a lesson on the two ways, two gates, two trees, two
houses, and made an appeal for them to obey His teachings. Those
who did not would be lost. The multitudes were astonished at His
teaching and amazed at the authority with which He spoke. This man
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was different from the ordinary religious leader whom they were
used to hearing. After Jesus had come down from the mountain,
great multitudes followed Him. Yet there was no indication that
they were committed to Him. Even after this tremendous sermon
and its appeal to choose one way or the other, there was no refer
ence to the people believing. Future work would be necessary if
results were to be reaped.
Many people heard Jesus present the two ways but were not
ready to make their decision. Jesus presented His Gospel in very
clear terms, but did not try to pressure anyone into making a
decision. The evangelist needs to be careful when giving an invi
tation lest he pressure people into making an emotional decision
which is not also a decision of their wills. In this sermon Jesus
gave the people a great deal of spiritual truth to think about.
In preaching and evangelistic work, ministers should include con
crete and definite spiritual truths which will cause men to think
through these issues. The two ways must be presented to the people
and the call must be for obedience to His teachings. There is no
substitute for sound preaching to prepare people to make their
decisions to receive Christ as their Saviour and obey His teachings.
VI. UNBELIEF CAUSES REJECTION OF JESUS
Luke 4:16-31; Matt. 13:54-58; Mark 6:1-6
Jesus was rejected at Nazareth twice; the first took place
at the beginning of His Galilean ministry, and the second happened
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at the close of His Galilean work. In both cases He was in Nazareth
on the Sabbath and went to the synagogue to teach the people of His
home town. In the first incident Jesus stood in front of the con
gregation and read two passages from the prophecy of Isaiah (Isaiah
58:6; 61:1,2). His fame had already spread to Nazareth and these
people were not only curious, but also interested in this "home
town" boy of whom all the countryside was speaking. After He had
finished reading from Isaiah, everyone in the synagogue was looking
intently upon Him, wondering how He was going to explain these
Messianic prophecies. Jesus spoke the unexpected when He told them
that this prophecy was fulfilled in their heea"ing. They under
stood that Jesus was speaking of Himself as the fulfillment of
the prophecy. In their unbelief they began to question whether
He was not Joseph's son. Jesus sought to explain to them that a
prophet was not acceptable in his own country.
In the second incident the people were astonished at His
teaching. In this visit Jesus spent more time teaching the people.
Jesus accepted the Scriptures as valid and applied the prophecies
of the Old Testament to Himself. He regarded Himself as the very
fulfillment of Scripture. The message spoken by Isaiah was pre
cisely the mission which Jesus had come to accomplish. One of the
most difficult places for a Christian worker to be accepted is in
his own town. As the mission of Christ was to present Himself as
the Messiah, so the task of the Christian is to present Christ as
the Messiah and Saviour of the world.
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Both times the people rejected Christ and His teaching.
The first time the congregation of the synagogue was so filled
with wrath that they cast Him out of the city and would have killed
Him, but He escaped from them. Though no violence was threatened
Jesus in His second visit, the people refused to believe and thus
He could not perform mighty miracles. The ministry of Jesus was
hindered in Nazareth because of the unbelief of the people. If
one's ministry is to be effective, he must develop and gather
around him believing people. Only as a group of believing Chris
tians is banded together can great things for God be accomplished
in a community.
At the beginning of His public ministry in Galilee, Jesus
went to His home town to give these people a chance to believe on
Him, Though they refused angrily, Jesus returned to them at the
close of His ministry in that area and gave them another chance
to believe in Him, Jesus was obviously concerned with these people
with whom He had grown to manhood; yet, they rejected Him. The
most difficult people for the Christian to work with are his own
people because often they are the last to accept his witness; yet
to these people one must go. The Christian's interest and con
cern must be such that he will return a second time to those who
have rejected Christ and try to win them to the Saviour. The people
were astonished at His teaching; Jesus marveled at their unbelief.
The Christian leader must be aware that people can be impressed
and even astonished at the ministry of the church and still not
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believe. Unbelief ie the central problem in evangelism and the
attention of the Christian worker needs to be focused on leading
people to believe in Jesus as their Saviour.
VII. PREACHING IN CAPERNAUM
John 6:22-71
The multitudes sought Jesus and went across the Sea of
Galilee to Capernaum to find Him. The crowds questioned Jesus
about when He arrived in Capernaum. Rather than replying, Jesus
turned to the important reason of why they were seeking Him. Jesus
pointed out that they sought Him because He had filled their phy
sical appetites at the feeding of the five thousand and not because
they saw the miracles which showed who He was. With this miracle
as the background, Jesus spoke to them of a spiritual truth con
cerning Himself. The people asked an amazing question, "What sign
do you do, that we may see, and believe you?" (John 6:30 RSV).
He had been healing the sick, casting out demons, and the day be
fore had fed five thousand men plus women and children out of a
meager lunch; the same people who witnessed these miracles were
asking for a sign. The suggestion was that if they had a sign
then they would believe. Jesus presented Himself in one of the
great "I eun" passages. "I am the bread of life... I came down from
heaven. . .that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him,
may have everlasting life" (John 6:35,38,40). This teaching
immediately caused murmuring among the Jews for they knew this
86
man's heritage and could not understand how He could say "I came
down from heaven." Jesus answered that they could not come to Him
unless God drew them. Again He emphasized that those who believed
in Him would have eternal life. Finally Jesus presented the part
of His teaching which was difficult for them to understand; it was
teaching concerning Himself that they would not accept. "If any
man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that
I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the
world" (John 6:51). The Jews argued among themselves concerning
this impossibility. Jesus pushed this teaching further, "Except
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have
no life in you" (John 6:53). Not only were the Jews disturbed at
Jesus' teaching, but also His disciples were upset. This concept
of eating the bread of Christ in order to live was too difficult
for some to accept. Thus, many of His disciples went back and
weilked no more with Jesus. When Jesus asked the Twelve what they
were going to do regarding this difficult teaching, they replied
that they had no one else to whom they could go, for only Christ
had the words of eternal life- The Twelve acknowledged that they
believed Jesus was the Holy One of God.
Many people today want miracles and signs which they claim
will cause them to believe. This kind will not believe any more
than did the crowd who had seen Jesus perform such mighty miracles.
People brought to Christ on a miracle-working basis many times
will not last when the full demands of the Gospel are presented.
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Ministers should not be unduly disturbed when people who begin to
follow Christ fall away when the disciplines of discipleship are
presented; the same thing happened in Jesus' own ministry. It is
only as one is willing to partake of the very life of Christ that
he becomes His disciple. Ministers must be careful in their preach
ing never to water-down the requirements of being a Christian to
make it easy for some to accept Christ. If they do, they will only
be making disciples who will turn away from Christ when an impor
tant decision concerning the requirements of the Christian life
has to be made. Before people are called to make a full commit
ment, they need to know the full demands of the Gospel.
VIII. TRUTH PRESENTED THROUGH TEACHING
John 8:12-30
Following the Feast of Tabernacles Jesus returned to the
Temple and presented Himself to the multitude as the Light of the
world. The Pharisees questioned Him concerning the authority
that He had to make such a claim. Jesus replied that not only
was He a witness to the truth of who He was, but His Father was
also a witness to this fact. The Pharisees questioned Him con
cerning His Father. Jesus spoke very frankly to them indicating
that the reason they did not know Him was because they did not
know the Father; likewise they did not know the Father because
they did not believe in Him. Jesus made a statement concerning
His return to heaven and the Pharisees questioned what He meant.
This conversation was a series of statements made by Jesus with
the Pharisees questioning their validity. Yet Jesus was able to
present a great deal of truth in this manner.
The central teaching was that Jesus was the Light of the
world vrtiich man must have to walk, Jesus taught that after He as
the Son of Man had been lifted up, then they would know that He
was from the Father. Many of the people believed in Jesus and
were willing to follow Him. But the Pharisees were infuriated
with His teaching and sought to stone Him. They were aware that
Jesus was claiming to be divine and to them this was blasphemy.
Jesus must be presented to people as the only Light which
they need to guide them through thi s world. Only as Christians
are guided by the Son of God will they be able to distinguish
between truth and error and know the way of life. After a large
group of people believed, Jesus immediately set about to teach
them further that they might more perfectly understand the mean
ing of their new-found faith. They were to be made free if they
would abide in Christ's word and be His disciples; only in this
way would they know the truth. The Christian worker must make
certain that those who come to believe are further fed the truth
of Christ that they might be free from the bondage of sin. The
Jews sought to stone Jesus because of the straightforward truth
which he presented. Christian workers must be prepared for the
dangers of persecution if they present the full message of the
Christian faith.
CHAPTER V
PERSONAL EVANGELISM OF THE EARLY CHURCH
The early Christian church was primarily evangelistic in
nature. It recognized its task was taking to people everywhere
the good news that Jesus died, rose again, and was living. The
great commission of Jesus was still ringing in their ears, "Go ye
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature" (Mark
16:15). How this was accomplished is the story of personal and
mass evangelism of the early church. The early disciples sought
ways to implement this command of Jesus. "The record of their
life and work reveals that personal witnessing and winning of men
was the normal, everyday experience of New Testament believers.""^
Everywhere these new Christians went they talked to those they met
about the risen Christ. The message of Jesus literally overflowed
from their hearts and they could do nothing but give their personal
testimony of what Jesus meant to them.
For the first three centuries the Christian Church was a
persecuted group. At times they were able to promote mass evangel
ism, but as opposition developed against them they were forced to
rely upon the personal approach as the method of bringing the
L. Muncy, Jr., New Testament Evangelism For Today
(Kansas City: Central Seminary Press, 1951)* p. 19.
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message of Jesus to new people. The Christians owned no church
buildings during this i^eriod. Though they used the Jewish syna
gogues as the first place they would preach about Christ, they were
soon forced to leave the Jewish synagogues and hold their meetings
in homes or other private places.
Personal evangelism probably assumed a larger place
in the growth of the kingdom, as persecution became
more and more severe ... .There are many references in
the New Testament to, "the church in thy house."
When the home was thus made the center of Christian
teaching, preaching, and fellowship, personal witnes
sing was made easier and more natural. ^
In many situations the early disciples followed the pattern
of Jesus in reaching people. They went from house to house, spoke
to people on the street and in the market places, and witnessed to
Christ when they went to the Temple to worship. In many incidents
of personal evangelism recorded in the Book of Acts the method was
not indicated. Luke did record that the disciples spoke individu
ally to people and multitudes were brought to Christ, but he did
not include the approach and conversation which was used. However,
from the ones that he did record, many helpful principles and
methods can be discovered. The disciples were placed in new and
untried situations and they relied again and again upon the guid
ance of the Holy Spirit for direction. This is possibly the great
est lesson that Christian workers today can learn in their evange
listic work� to allow the Holy Spirit to use and direct one's
approach and conversation with people.
^Ibid.
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In many of the incidents it is impossible to separate the
personal approach from the mass method. In some cases a personal
approach is the prelude to mass evangelism; in others, the mass
approach eventually focuses on the individual.
I. MORE IMPORTANT THAN SILVER OR GOLD
Acts J>:l-k:k
At the afternoon hour of prayer, Peter and John went to the
Temple. A man lame from birth lay at the Temple gate called
Beautiful and begged alms from those who came to worship. He
called to Peter and John to give him alms. They stopped and
fixed their eyes on the man and commanded, "Look on us" (Acts 3:4),
The man obeyed, expecting to receive a gift from them. But he had
no idea that what he was about to receive was far better than the
few coins he expected. The feelings of the man must have gone from
disappointment to curiosity and then to surprise and hope as Peter
said, "Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I
thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk"
(Acts 3:6). Peter employed the method of asking the man to do
something which he was able to do. There were many things which
he could not have done, but He could look on them, and thus he
became a participant in this event . He was given a second command
by Peter; since he had been able to carry out the first, he was
willing to attempt the second. People today need to become parti
cipants, even if it is only looking or inquiring. Individuals
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need to feel a sense of involvement if they are to be led to make
decisions for Christ. Today the church is more prone to give alms
than to work miracles.
Cornelius a Lapide tells us how Thomas Aquinas called
upon Pope Innocent II once when the latter was count
ing a large sum of money. "You see, Thomas," said
the Pope, "the Church can no longer say, 'Silver and
gold have I none.'" "True, holy father," said Thomas,
"and neither can she now say, 'Arise and walk. '"3
Along with his command for the man to rise and walk, Peter
extended his hand to the man and took hold of him and raised him
up. In that moment the man whose legs had never supported him
felt strength coming into his legs and ankles. He began to walk,
but that did not satisfy him. He began to leap and praise God
as he went into the Temple with Peter and John. The court of the
Temple literally echoed with his shouts of grateful praise. He
did not praise Peter, for he knew that God had healed him through
the power of Jesus Christ. New Christians must be guided to
direct all their praise unto God, and the Christian worker dare not
accept any of it for himself. It is not enough for the Christian
to invite one to Christ, but he must reach out and help the sinner
find the strength and power of Christ. They will need not only
the prayers of Christians, but also their presence.
When the people recognized that it was the lame man who
was walking around the Temple praising God, they crowded around
'f. F. Bruce, Commentary on the Book of the Acts (Grand
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1955) i p. 84.
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Peter and John. When Peter noticed what was happening, he took
advantage of the opportunity to preach to the multitude. As a
result nearly a thousand people became believers (Acts 2:kl; k:k).
Had Peter and John not gone to the Temple at the appointed time of
prayer, the lame man would not have been healed and the opportunity
to preach to the crowd would not have developed. This suggests
that there is an advantage for the minister having some "appointed
times" in his schedule when he can be easily contacted by the
people. Christians must be alert to take advantage of situations
which open the opportunity to witness for Christ.
II. THE IMPORTANCE OF REACHING LEADERS
Acts 8:26-40
Philip had been the leader of a great revival throughout
all Samaria. He had seen hundreds come to the Lord and witnessed
an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the new Samaritan Christians.
He received a divine command to go south of Jerusalem on the desert
road to Gaza. He was not told why he was to leave the revival; it
probably appeared to Philip as quite a let-down to be moved from
the midst of a revival to a desert road. But Philip was obedient
to the leading of the Spirit and journeyed toward Gaza. Some
times the Christian leader may not know why the Lord leads him to
a certain place. His responsibility is to be responsive and
obedient to the Spirit's leading and go and wait for the Lord to
give him further guidance.
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In a chariot alongside the road, Philip saw a eunuch who was
the treasurer of Candace, Queen of Ethiopia. This man had been to
Jerusalem to worship and was now reading the prophet Isaiah. The
Spirit instructed Philip to approach the chariot. Philip did not
hesitate, but ran to the chariot. As he did, he heard the eunuch
reading from the book of Isaiah. Philip did what so many Christian
workers fail to do; he listened. Too often. Christians jump into
a situation without having first listened and understood the situa
tion. This must be done so one can make the best possible approach.
Philip initiated the conversation with the question, "Do you
clearly understand what you are reading?" (Acts 8:30 Berkeley).
The man frankly admitted that he did not, and, morever, he felt
unable to unless someone would guide him. Philip's interest in
the man resulted in an invitation by the eunuch for Philip to ex
plain it to him. In his witnessing the Christian needs to deal
with the individual where he is; i.e., at his level of interest.
If one fails to get the person's attention at first, he will lose
the opportunity to reach him. The question, "Do you understand
the Scriptures?" will often result in an opportunity for the
Christian to explain its meaning. This assumes that the Christian
will know how to explain the Scriptures.
Philip explained that Jesus was the fulfillment of this
Scripture prophecy and then he continued to preach Jesus to him.
Philip did not have to go home to get his notes or a commentary,
but he could begin with the Scripture in which the eunuch was
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already interested and lead him into the knowledge of Jesus. Never
underestimate the value of distributing Scriptures. Many times the
printed Word becomes the point of contact with individuals and opens
a way to approach them.
The eunuch desired to be baptized, but Philip first made
certain that the man fully believed what he taught him. The eunuch
made his confession of faith, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God" (Acts 8:37). They found water and Philip baptized him.
With the purpose of Philip's coming to this desert road completed,
the Spirit transported him away on another mission, and the eunuch
went rejoicing on his way. Baptism and church membership have
become merely a form in many churches today. There is a responsi
bility upon the minister to make certain that each individual
fully understands the Gospel, believes it, and makes a confession
of faith.
Philip had no chance to see the Ethiopian eunuch again.
This was a "once chance" opportunity and Philip capitalized on it.
From the history of the church in Ethiopia, it is evident that
the eunuch took the message of Christ back to his own people.
Christians must take time to take advantage of these "one chance"
opportunities to win people to Christ. Some may never have the
opportunity to hear the Gospel again.
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III. ANANIAS IS OBEDIENT, THOUGH AFRAID
Acts 9:10-20; 22:11-16
Saul was led into the city of Damascus after being blinded
by the glory of the Lord. He was instructed to wait there until
it would be told him what to do. The Lord appeared to Ananias, a
Christian of Damascus, and told him to find Saul and lay his hands
on him so he might see. Immediately Ananias objected for he knew
about this man and how he had severely persecuted the Christians
in Jerusalem, and had special authority to do the same in Damascus.
Ananias was afraid to go into the enemy camp and restore Saul's
sight. How easy it is for the Christian to sing:
I'll go where you want me to go, dear Lord,
O'er mountain, or plain, or sea;
I'll ,say what you want me to say, dear Lord,
I'll be what you want me to be -
Yet how difficult it is to put these words into practice. When
Christians become afraid because of the powerful enemy they face,
they need to trust in the Lord for guidance eoid strength.
The Lord commanded Ananias, "Go thy way: for he is a
chosen vessel unto me" (Acts 9:15). Ananias was obedient to the
Lord. He found Saul, laid his hands on him, and Saul received
his sight and was filled with the Holy Spirit. The conclusion to
this incident is the story of the greatest evangelist the Christian
Mary Brown, "I'll Go Where You Want Me To Go," Tabernacle
Hymns Number Five (Chicago: Tabernacle Publishing Company, 1955),
p. 274.
97
church has ever known� the Apostle Paul. It is difficult for one
to accept the fact that God sometimes chooses a present enemy of
the Christian faith to become His "chosen vessel." It can even
create jealousy on the part of some Christian leaders when they
see former persecutors of the church being used mightily in God's
work. Christian leaders must overcome their fears, lay aside their
jealousies, and be obedient to the Lord that they might lead these
people to Christ. They in turn may be used by the Lord to win to
Christ people who never could be reached by the Christian minister.
IV. A BUSINESS WOMAN OPENS HER HOME FOR CHURCH
Acts 16:12-15
While at Troas, Paul and Silas received the vision of the
man of Macedonia asking that they come over and help. They knew
this was God's way of calling them to preach the Gospel to the
people of Macedonia. Paul and his missionary group went to the
town of Philippi and stopped there for several days. On the
Sabbath they went to a place of prayer outside the city by the
riverside. They took time to seek out people who were already
interested in a deeper religious life. These would be the most
likely prospects in Philippi. The Christian worker needs to seek
out those who already show some interest in spiritual truth for
they will be the most responsive to the message of Christ,
At the river bank a number of women assembled to worship
God; among them was Lydia. The Lord opened her heart to pay heed
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to what was said by Paul and she and her household responded. It
is important to note that it was not Paul's efforts, but the Lord,
who opened Lydia' s heart and saved her. The Christian worker must
never assume that he saves people; his task is to faithfully pre
sent Christ who can trc.nsform the lives of people.
Lydia was baptized with her household. But more than that,
she wanted Paul and his friends to come and stay at her house so
she and her family might learn more of this new way of Jesus Christ.
Her home became the meeting place of the church in Philippi. In
beginning a new work in a community it is important to find a home
which will provide a base for the continuing evangelistic work of
the church. Paul later followed up this visit with a letter to
the Christians at Philippi which helped strengthen the faith of
Lydia auid the other believers. New Christians must be followed-up
and materiails placed in their hands which will guide them in the
Christian life.
V. HARDNESS OF HEART
Acts 13:38-52
Paul and Barnabas came to Antioch in Pisidia on their first
missionary journey. The first place where they preached the message
of Christ was in the synagogue. In his message, Paul stressed that
Jesus was the promised Messiah who, though He had been crucified,
was raised from the dead by God. His conclusion centered upon the
appeal that if they would believe in this Jesus they would receive
forgiveness of sins and be justified from all things (Acts 13:38,39) �
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A large number of Jews and Gentiles responded to Paul's
message and continued to follow the way Paul taught. Paul's first
revival service in Antioch had caused an eagerness on the part of
the whole city to hear the Word of God. But when the Jewish leaders
saw the great crowds which had gathered the next Sabbath to hear
Paul, they became jealous and openly opposed him. These men had
hardened their hearts against the message of the saving power of
Christ and became antagonists of the Gospel. "These could not bear
the Gentiles, who believed in Christ, to be equal with them; and
5
yet, according to the Gospel, it was really the case." This
racial prejudice coupled with their jealousy of Paul's success in
getting a hearing from the Gentiles caused the Jewish leaders to
turn from the Gospel. Paul became bold in dealing with those who
had hardened their hearts and rejected his message, and he openly
rebuked them. What should be the method in dealing with opposition
to the Gospel today? Wesley suggests, "Those who hinder others
must be publicly reproved."^ Each individual situation will dbter-
mine the type of rebuke which must be made. Paul refused to be
drawn into an argument with them, rebuked them openly, and turned
his attention to reaching the Gentiles. It is the responsibility
of the Christian worker to make clear the false "isms" of today
\dam Clarke, A Commentary and Critical Notes (New York:
Eaton and Mains, n.d.7, V. , p. 7o9.
^John Wesley, Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament
(London: The Epworth Press, 195M, p. 448.
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that those who are confused and seeking the truth may have an
adequate chance to find it. Paul did not believe it was profitabl
any longer to work with the Jews who had hardened their hearts
against the Gospel. When people have become spiritually hardened,
they are nearly impossible to reach and the evangelist's time can
be more effectively directed to reaching those who have not yet
hardened their hearts to the Gospel. Today there are so many
people who have not even had the chance to hear the message of
redemption through Christ that valuable time should not be spent
with those who have had this opportunity, but have hardened their
hearts and rejected the salvation which Christ provides.
VI. THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER IS SAVED
Acts 16:25-40
While in Philippi a crisis developed when Paul cast the
evil spirit out of a damsel. Her masters, who were angry because
of the loss of their income, brought Paul and Silas before the
magistrates accusing them of being troublemakers and teaching
customs unlawful for Romans to observe. The multitude and the
rulers had them beaten and thrown into prison. Paul and Silas
could have become very discouraged when they were placed in jail.
Instead, they prayed and sang praises unto God. When Christians
face difficult and trying circumstances, they need to follow Paul'
example. In this type of a situation, the faith of a Christian
shines through and he becomes an effective witness for Christ.
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At midnight while Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns of praise to God, an earthquake suddenly shook the prison
and the doors and shackles were opened. When the jailer saw what
had happened, he was about to kill himself. Paul called out to
him to do himself no harm. The jailer recognized that a miracle
had happened and there was something very different about these
two men. He asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" (Acts 16:
30). Paul replied with a very simple message, "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house" (Acts
16:31). The jailer brought Peter and Silas to his house and they
continued to speak to him of the Lord. The message of the Chris
tian worker must always be simple, direct, and clear. For no
matter how learned one's message may be, if those listening do not
� understand it, the effort will all be in vain.
The response of the jailer indicates that he was ready to
do what was necessary to become like Paul and Silas. His heart
was hungry to be saved and he willingly listened to Paul's message.
That the jailer and his household repented and believed in Jesus
Christ was implied by the fact that they were all baptized by
Paul and Silas. What a tremendous prayer meeting that must have
been in jail.
Paul and Silas left Philippi the next day. At least two
households were saved: Lydias's and the jailer's. This was the
beginning of a church. Paul's pattern was to win whole households
to the Lord. When an individual is led to Christ, the Christian
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worker should not be content until he has gone to the family and
won them also.
Paul followed this initial revival with a return visit and
later a letter of instruction and inspiration. The evangelist
needs to make certain that those who are reached for Christ are
nurtured and established in the faith. The one you win becomes
your responsibility to follow-up or see that someone else does.
VI. PRISCILLA AND AQUILLA INSTRUCT APOLLOS
Acts 18:18-28
Paul found it necessary to leave Ephesis and go to Jerusalem,
but he left two of his helpers, Priscilla and Aquilla, with these
new Christiems. A Jew named Apollos was well-versed in the Scrip
tures and a very capable man. He had heard the message of Christ
and had become a Christian. Now he was fervently preaching the
message of Christ. But Apollos did not know the whole truth; he
did not know the baptism of Jesus, but only of John the Baptist.
Priscilla and Aquilla were two lay people who knew the way of Jesus
and the baptism of Jesus, and they wanted this capable preacher to
know also. Priscilla and Aquilla did not rebuke Apollos in public,
but rather took him aside privately to talk with him about the
deeper things of Christ. Christian workers must be careful never
to embarrass people publicly- As Priscilla and Aquilla took Apollos
off by himself to explain to him the way of God more perfectly, so
the Christian worker must tactfully seek people out in private to
explain to them their lack of knowledge about Christ.
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It is essential that each minister of the Gospel know the
complete truth and understand the Scriptures. This incident
stresses that devout laymen certainly can be used to enlighten
many a minister and that ministers need to listen to their laymen;
God may have revealed to them insights that will be of tremendous
help to the minister. Priscilla and Aquilla surely must have had
a great part in preparing the way for Paul's second return and the
revival which followed.
VII. PAUL'S HOUSE-TO-HOUSE EVANGELISM IN EPHESUS
Acts 20:17-25
In his final visit with the leaders of the Ephesian church,
Paul reminded them how he had taught them from house to house.
Paul was holding a great revival in Ephesus, but this was more
than a two or three week revival, for he was there for more than
two years. The revival progressed from preaching to twelve men,
then to the synagogue, and next into a school, and finally through
house-to-house visitation it spread throughout the whole region
of Asia. House-to-house visitation was the method Paul used in
his lengthy ministry to reach the outlying areas. For the on
going evangelistic ministry of the church, house-to-house visita
tion will reach people who will not come out to a revival meeting
at a church or civic auditorium. If the church is to reach all
the people with the Gospel, house-to-house visitation must be
employed*
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VIII. FELIX DESIRES A MORE CONVENIENT TIME
Acts 24:1-27
Paul was falsely accused by the Jews before governor Felix.
He made his defense refuting the false accusations, but openly
acknowledging that he was a follower of The Way. Felix was well
acquainted with the teachings of this group and ended the hearing
before him. Paul was kept in custody. After a few days Felix sent
for Paul to have a private interview with him to discuss faith in
Jesus Christ. As Paul spoke to Felix and his wife, he made it
clear that the Christian faith had ethical implications. Paul dis
cussed righteousness, temperance, and the coming judgment. This
was the message that Felix and Drusila needed to learn. They not
only becaune .uncomfortable as Paul talked about the personal aspect
of the Christian faith, but they became afraid and Felix ended the
interview, "Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient
season, I will call for thee" (Acts 24:25)- Felix held the power
to keep Paul in prison or to release him. Yet when Paul spoke to
him he courageously pointed out the three issues which Felix needed
to hear* about; there was no watering-down of his message when he
spoke to those in high authority. The ethical implications of the
Gospel must be presented on issues regardless of whether it affects
the bank president, school superintendent, doctor, or governor.
The minister who keeps quiet on ethical issues when important people
are involved who might affect his own future does a disservice to
the cause of Christ.
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IX. PAUL ALMOST PERSUADES KING AGRIPPA
Acts 26
The apostle Paul was a prisoner in Caesarea when Festus was
appointed procurator of the area. Paul had appealed his case to
Caesar; Festus needed to send a report of Paul's case to Caesar,
but did not know what to write. When Festus heard that King Agrippa
and his sister Bernice were to be in Caesarea he wanted them to hear
Paul, for King Agrippa would have considerable knowledge of Jewish
religion, and possibly could explain what all the trouble with Paul
was about. Paul was allowed to speak freely in presenting his de
fense. Paul welcomed the opportunity to speak before a man as well
versed in Jewish religion as was King Agrippa, Paul planned to give
a lengthy an,d reasoned defense for he asked the king to hear him
patiently. Paul related his life as a Pharisee and his persecuting
BeaJ. against the Christians. Then he testified to the heavenly
vision when Christ appeared to him and called him to be a witness
for Christ to all the world. "Whereupon, 0 king Agrippa, I was not
disobedient unto the heavenly vision" (Acts 26:19). It was because
he witnessed to the fact that Jesus was the fulfillment of all which
Moses sold the prophets had prophesied that the Jews had tried to
kill him. Festus cried out that the great learning which Paul had
acquired made him mad. Paul replied that the King could vouch for
all that was said, for the events which fulfilled the ancient pro
mises were well known.
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Paul ended his defense and began to make an appeal to King
Agrippa to become a Christian. He asked the king the question,
"Believeth thou the Prophets" and answered it before the King had
a chance, "I know that thou believest" (Acts 26:27). Paul's appeal
was based on the assumption that if the king believed the prophets
and related them to the historical facts about Jesus that he would
become a Christian. But King Agrippa was not ready to commit him
self and replied, "Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian"
(Acts 26:28). Paul made his final appeal to Agrippa with his
classic statement, "I would to God, that not only thou, but also
all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such
as I am" (Acts 26:29). But Paul's efforts to win King Agrippa
were in vain; the hearing was over and King Agrippa left�almost,
but not altogether, persuaded.
One would do well to follow the example of the apostle as
he laid aside the defense of himself in preference to attempting
to win the King to the Christian faith. If Christian workers are
aO-ways on the defensive, they will be too busy to win people to
Christ. The truth that one can have a great deal of knowledge
about religious matters and still not commit his life to Christ
must be recognized. It takes more than a knowledge of the prophe
cies and the historical facts about Jesus to make one a Christian.
When a person is almost persuaded, the Christian needs to press
for an altogether decision for the person to commit his life
fully to Christ. Paul did not win King Agrippa to the Christian
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faith; the Christian worker needs to realize that there will be
individuals that he will not win either. Yet, the Christian must
put forth his best effort all the time in the work of evangelism.
CHAPTER VI
MASS EVANGELISM IN THE EARLY CHURCH
The early Christian Church used every method available to
reach the people with the message of the risen Christ. Whenever
they could they took advantage of the opportunity to reach the
multitudes through public meetings at synagogues, schools, homes,
and out in the open air.
Any series of public meetings, such as we know, is
not mentioned. Where a church is formed, there is
continual education, worshi}., and winning of converts
through individual contacts ....Practically all the
public evangelistic messages were for educational and
inspirational purposes. Inquirers tarried without
being urged and corralled, but because of interest
and conviction.!
Public mass meetings were limited in nature because of the perse
cution directed against the Christians. In many communities the
evangelists were not permitted to have open meetings. On several
occasions the evangelists ended in jail because of their public
ministry. Because of the persecution and the small percentage of
Christians in any community, a city-wide crusade for evangelism
would have been impossible. In spite of all this, the church held
numerous mass evangelistic efforts which brought many into the
Kingdom.
Raymond W. Cooper, Modern Evangelism (New York: Fleming H.
Revell Company, 1929), p. ^3.
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The pattern Paul established when he entered a new community
was to first visit the synagogue and if allowed preach to the con
gregation. When no longer permitted the use of the synagogue, he
held meetings of large groups in the homes, preached in the schools
and market places, and taught in the discussion centers of a com
munity. Wherever he could gain a hearing, Paul witnessed publicly
concerning the good news of ssQ.vation.
Several methods of mass evangelism become evident as one
examines some of the public evangelistic meetings of the early
Christian Church.
i. THE CHURCH IS BORN AT PENTECOST
Acts 2:1-47
Jesus had spent three years training His disciples and had
returned to heaven. They were obediently following His last command
to wait for the power of the Holy Spirit. The fact that they waited
in the Upper Room for ten days in prayer and one accord was evi
dence that they were concerned and burdened to do the Lord's work
as He directed. The special enduement for service came as they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit. The outward manifestation
of this was the speaking in tongues by the disciples. This created
amazement on the part of the people of Jerusalem--especially the
visitors at this feast time--and they gathered to hear what was
going on. Peter begaui to explain what was taking place as the
disciples spoke in tongues. He stated that the Holy Spirit had
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returned to Jerusalem in fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel and
had fallen upon the dicciples of Jesus of Nazareth. True revival
cannot be worked up by the evangelist, but will come only as Chris
tian leaders wait for the power of the Holy Spirit to come upon
them. As God's people seek Him faithfully in prayer, God will pour
out His Spirit upon them and use them in the evangelization of the
world.
Peter told the audience which had gathered how it was God's
foreordained plan that Jesus should be crucified, die, and be
buried, but that on the third day rise again. He and the other
disciples were witnesses of these events which had taken place.
Peter placed the responsibility for Jesus' crucifixion upon the
peoplis. ^he Holy Spirit used these words of Peter to prick the
consciences of the people and they asked what they should do.
Peter responded, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). After more preach
ing and explaining, he exhorted them to save themselves from this
untoward generation. This call to repentance indicated that an
immediate decision had to be made. Once the claims of the Gospel
have been presented, the evangelist must press for decision. The
call to repentance is a basic and essential demand of the Gospel.
The stage was set for world-wide evangelism. The Holy
Spirit had come in power upon the one hundred and twenty disciples.
If the Christian faith was going to move out into the world, this
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was the opportune time. People from all nations were present in
Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost and these representatives
when won to Christ would take the message of the risen Christ and
His salvation into all parts of the world. The time had come for
the world to know that Christ had died for them and that salvation
could be a present reality in their lives. The church needs to
take advantage of opportunities to present the Gospel to strategic
groups. If the leaders of a community can be reached for Christ,
the winning of the entire community becomes much easier.
Three thousand souls were involved in this awakening. They
received the gift of the Holy Spirit and were added to the church.
This was the beginning of the church and from this point forth it
developed and multiplied rapidly.
These new Christians continued steadfast in four ways: in
the Apostles' doctrine, in their fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers. It is this kind of follow-up that the
church must have today if it is to conserve those who have made
decisions and help them mature into dedicated disciples.
Revival continued in Jerusalem for a period of about seven
years while the church continued to grow and many thousands were
brought to believe in the Lord, Opposition increased against
the Christians until it broke out in a great persecution against
the church at the time of Stephen's stoning. This scattered the
Church of Jerusalem abroad throughout the regions of Judea and
Samaria. The Jerusalem revival ended, but the Christians went
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everywhere preaching the Word. Thus in a real sense the evangelis
tic thrust was not ended, but revival fires spread throughout the
world as a result of the persecution. Today, many think that the
greatest hindrance to the advancement of the church is the outward
persecution; this is not true. While under persecution the early
church literally turned the world upside down in one generation
and swept over the world within two centuries to become the official
religion of the Roman empire.
The spiritual revival at Pentecost took a different form
than it had in the Old Testament. Revival today may be manifested
in new ways, but it still comes from the same power of the Holy
Spirit. The church may use various new means of communication not
available during New Testament times: e.g., mass production of
the printed page, radio, and television. The means of communica
tion is not important , but the fact that we do communicate the
Gospel to those who have never heard is important.
II. PERSECUTION SPREADS THE GOSPEL TO SAMARIA
Acts 8:4-25
Everywhere the Christians were scattered because of perse
cution, they went preaching the Word of the Lord. The persecution
aided the evangelistic thrust of the church. Philip's preaching
in Samaria is the first record of an individual Christian evangelist
holding a city-wide revival meeting. This was followed up by the
apostles who through prayer and the laying on of hands gave the
113
Holy Spirit to the newly formed church. The boldness of Philip is
seen in his willingness to preach openly of Christ unto the Samari
tans even in the midst of persecution. The history of the church
has been one of growth during persecution. Opposition calls for
the church to have a bold plan of evangelism. Sometimes a seeming
disaster which brings havock to our ministry or church may be God's
way of putting Christians in new places and situations, or forcing
them to use different methods than before.
The spiritual receptive ness of the people was evidenced by
the fact that, when they heard Philip preach Christ, they heeded
his message. Under the power of the Lord, Philip performed many
miracles of healing which caused great joy among the people. Many
men and women believed in the message which Philip preached and
were baptized. When the news of this revival reached the Apostles
in Jerusalem, they sent Peter and John to Samaria to help Philip.
The Samaritans had believed and were baptized but were not filled
with the Holy Spirit. Thus the Apostles prayed and laid their
hands upon the believers and they received the Holy Spirit. This
suggests that two definite experiences are needed in the Christian
life: salvation and the infilling of the Holy Spirit. The Chris
tian worker should not be content until those to whom he ministers
have received both experiences. When revival breaks out, it may
be necessary to call in additional leadership to meet the needs of
the people.
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The magician Simon, however, misunderstood the gift of the
Holy Spirit and thought that the power to give the Holy Spirit to
people could be bought with money. Peter rebuked him severely and
instructed him to repent that his wickedness might be forgiven.
Simon asked them to pray for him, implying that he repented of
his bold but evil request. There will be those who will misunder
stand the Gospel and will attempt to twist it to their own advan
tage. These people must be sternly rebuked, but they must also be
given the chance to repent and turn back to God.
III. GOD DIRECTS A REVIVAL IN CAESAREA
Acts 10:1-48
Cornelius was a Roman centurion of the Italian band sta
tioned in the city of Caesarea. Though he had come out of the
pagan idolatry of Rome, he sensed something wrong in his spiritual
life and had turned toward Judaism. This was a case where God
used a devout and sincere Gentile to arouse the Apostle Peter to
the fact that the Gentiles were also to have the Gospel preached
to them. Four things may be noted in his character: he was a
devout man, he feared God and had taught his household to do so
also, he was generous and gave much alms to the people, and above
all he prayed to God continually. Obviously this was not the
typical Roman centurion. Cornelius was seeking God's will and
the Lord heard him and answered him in a vision. He was told to
send men to Joppa and have Peter return with them and tell him
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what he should do. At this same time God was preparing Peter to
be ready to go to the Gentiles. The Holy Spirit was very explicit
with Peter in showing him that he must go to Cornelius and bring
the message of Christ to him. Thus when the men from Cornelius
arrived, the Holy Spirit directed Peter to go to Caesarea. The
question dealt with here was whether Christianity was to be merely
another sect of Judaism, or a world-wide movement among the Gentiles
as well ais the Jews. Peter was called to minister to people with
whom his Jewish background had taught him not to associate. How
often the church will make evangelistic plans designed to minister
to its own people. The church is failing to do the work Christ
commissioned her to do unless it expands its evangelistic outreach
to include all people of the community. The church must reach all
segments of society, regardless of their social, economic, or
racial status.
Cornelius had gathered all his kinsmen, near friends, ser
vants, and some of the soldiers under his command to hear this
message. When Peter came to Cornelius' house, they began to wor
ship him and Peter had to rebuke them. Peter told them how God
had shown him that he should come; Cornelius related how God had
shown him that he was to call Peter. Cornelius said they were all
present before God to hear his message from God. The minister
must be careful not to elevate himself to such a place of importance
that the congregation literally worships him. It is Christ who must
become the center of their devotion.
116
Peter preached the simple Gospel message that Jesus was
crucified but God raised Him from the dead, and that he was a wit
ness to the risen Lord. Peter was commissioned to preach that
everyone who believed in Christ would receive forgiveness of sins.
God had prepared the way for this revival with both Cornelius and
Peter. The evangelist must be sensitive to God's calling that he
might go to the place which He has prepared for him. How marve-
lously God works out His plan and purpose in the lives of people.
Even before Peter concluded his message and gave the invi
tation, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the Word.
The Christians with Peter were astonished that the Holy Spirit fell
upon these Gentiles. When they heard the Gentiles speak in tongues
and magnify God, they could not doubt that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had fallen on these people. Christians need to be aware
that God may call and use people whom they think cannot be used.
It is important to note that the Holy Spirit does not necessarily
wait for the evangelist to give the invitation, but may fall upon
the people at any moment. Christian workers must be flexible and
follow the moving of the Holy Spirit and not be bound to any
particular pattern.
Cornelius and his household found forgiveness of their sins
and were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. Peter held his
first evangelistic service with Gentile people; this caused a
rethinking by the Christian leadership concerning the relationship
of the Christian faith to the Gentiles. New situations will often
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cause a rethinking of the methods used in evangelistic work. This
is a healthy sign of a virile church.
This was the first time that a request had been made for an
evangelist to come and hold a meeting. The implication is that the
entire group which gathered in Cornelius' house was saved and filled
with the Holy Spirit. Peter tarried with them for several days to
teach them more concerning the Way. Follow-up is essential if in
dividuals are to be established in the Christian faith. Time spent
with new Christians in teaching and training them is the way to
start them on the road to Christian maturity.
IV. EVANGELISTIC TEAMS SENT FROM ANTIOCH
Acts 11:19-26; 13:1-^+; 15:22-35; l8:22
The Christian Church had been preaching the Gospel mainly
to the Jews, but at Antioch they began to preach to the Greeks and
many believed and turned to the Lord. The evangelistic effort had
already begun through the efforts of lay witnesses. One should
never underestimate the effectiveness and the power generated by
lay witnesses. A strong lay witness movement could redeem many
of the churches today.
Upon hearing this news, the church in Jerusalem sent Barna
bas, a man filled with the Holy Spirit and faith, to Antioch to
give direction to this new church. Barnabas journeyed to Tarsus
and brought Paul back to help with the work at Antioch. During
this period the church had been spreading from lay witnesses as
118
they moved from place to place to avoid persecution. However, if
a strong church of a permanent nature were to be established,
Christians would have to form themselves into stable communities
and this would entail finding another way for the evangelization
of the world. Barnabas and Paul spent a year in Antioch teaching
the new Christians the truths concerning the way of the Christian
life. Barnabas and Paul were among the five leaders who taught in
the church. As they ministered and fasted, the Holy Spirit spoke
to them, "Separate me Barnabas and Paul for the work whereunto I
have called them" (Acts 13:2). Following prayer, fasting, and the
laying on of hands, the Antioch church sent Barnabas and Paul on
their first missionary journey. The church at Antioch "was totally
free from selfishness. They gave up their two best leaders for
the missioneury task." This was the beginning of the missionary
movement as a particular church commissioned and sent out men from
its congregation to evangelize the world. The beginnings of the
missionary movement were the natural result of their concern. This
must be the prime interest of the church today. A church which is
not concerned with sending men to those who have not heard the
Gospel is spiritually dead and not following the leadership of the
Holy Spirit. If the mission-evangelism program is to be effective,
the church must wait upon the leadership of the Holy Spirit. The
C. E. Autrey, Basic Evangelism (Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1959), p. 52.
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church cannot be content to nurture herself and merely conserve
the gains already accomplished, but must reach out in the new areas
with the best leadership available; e.g., established churches
should give up some of their leadership to the new suburban develop
ment areas to begin developing new churches there-
After Barnabas and Paul returned, they decided to make a
second missionary journey. Since they could not agree upon whom
to take with them, they split the team and formed two: Paul and
Silas, and Barnabas and John Mark. This made it possible for the
Antioch church to send out two evangelistic teams on separate
efforts. Where there is disagreement among the leadership as there
was in the case of Paul and Barnabas, the church needs to recognize
that this may be used by God as a way of actually doubling the
number of workers and thus extending the work to new areas. The
pattern of two seasoned evangelists teaming up with new workers is
an excellent one to follow.
V. A CHURCH BORN AMID OPPOSITION
Acts 17:-9; I Thess. 1:6-10
On their missioneiry journey, Paul and Silas arrived in the
city of Thessalonica. It was the chief port of Macedonia and be
came the capital of this Roman province. There was a large Roman
colony and a sizeable Jewish community which had built its own
synagogue. Paul usually selected strategic communities in which
to proclaim the Gospel. The church needs to be active in the
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influential cities of the world for when the Christian faith is
firmly established there, it can reach the multitudes more easily.
The message of Paul to the Jews and devout Greeks associated
with the synagogue was based upon the Scriptures. He explained to
them from the Scriptures that it was necessary for Christ to suffer,
die, and rise from the dead. Paul stressed, "This Jesus, whom I
preach unto you, is Christ" (Acts 17:5), the messiah of whom the
Old Testament speaks. Paul's Scriptural preaching produced re
sults and some of the Jews, a great many of the devout Greeks, and
a large number of the leading women believed and associated them
selves with Paul and Silas. This brought a division among the
Jews. Those who would not believe in Christ were aroused to
Jealousy and formed a mob from the market place composed of ruffians
and sought to destroy the evangelists and end their ministry. Not
finding them, the Jews brought Jason and some other of the Christian
brethren before the city rulers crying that the men who had turned
the world upside down had come to their town. They accused them
of proclaiming another king, Jesus, in place of Caesar. Paul and
Silas were sent away by night to Berea by the Christians to avoid
further trouble. Many of the Jews and devout Greeks became Chris
tians thus causing the opposition of the Jews to mount. Though
the immediate opposition made them depart, they later returned to
the city and strengthened the new disciples. The Epistle of Paul
to the Thessalonians pointed out that they beceune Christians during
much affliction and at the same time were filled with the Joy of
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the Holy Spirit. Their work of faith, service motivated by love,
and unwavering hope in Christ had become examples to those in
Macedonia and Achaia. The Thessalonians' testimony of how they
turned from idols to serve the living and true God had spread far
and wide. They were an inspiration to others about how to wait
for the second coming of the Lord Jesus. The Christian churches
today are examples of what Christian people are; if they are to be
effective witnesses, they must reflect the true spirit of Christ
in their everyday living.
As in nearly every city, the preaching of the Gospel pro
duced opposition either by the Jews who were jealous or by those
fearing financial loss as a result of the change which Christ made
in the lives of people. It is significant to note the trouble
which developed when two ministers faithfully proclaimed the truth
of Jesus Christ. The Gospel is disturbing to those who do not be
lieve and mobs will be stirred up against the proclaimers of the
Gospel. Christian workers need to be aware that, if their preach
ing is faithful, opposition will arise against them.
VI. THE PROGRESSION OF REVIVAL
Acts 19:1-20:1
A colony of the Jews lived in Ephesus and had both a syna
gogue eind a school. With the exception of the Jews, the people
of Ephesus were idol worshipers, mainly of the goddess Diana.
At the close of his second missionary journey, Paul had stopped
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at Ephesus while on his way to a feast in Jerusalem, He went to
the synagogue and there reasoned with the Jews, creating an eager
ness on their pairt to hear the truth, for they desired him to stay
longer. However, he felt that he must keep the feast at Jerusalem
and left. The concern of Paul is shown in that he did not go with
out leaving with them Priscilla and Aquilla.'^ Paul was able to
distinguish between the important and the more important task. The
Christian worker must be careful not to be sidetracked from God's
main purpose for his life at any particular time. Sometimes a
request must be turned down for the sake of a greater work which
God has for him.
When Paul returned to Ephesus, he questioned twelve of the
new followers whether or not they had received the Holy Spirit,
and was surprised to hear that they did not even know that there
was a Holy Spirit. This immediately raised the question of bap
tism and Paul discovered they had been baptized only with the
baptism of John for repentance. Paul's message taught that this
represented an inadequate faith, for they needed to believe in
Jesus Christ who came after John, to be baptized in His name, and
finally to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Paul found those who
were ready to believe but lacked the knowledge of full salvation.
Today many people lack an adequate knowledge of what is meant by
full salvation as did the Ephesians, and the minister must see
For a complete treatment, see "Priscilla and Aquilla
Instruct Apollos", p. 102,
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that the whole Gospel is presented clearly and concisely to them.
It cannot be taken for granted that the people know; the minister
must make certain that they do.
These twelve men received Paul's message and believed and
were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. As Paul laid his hands
upon the men, they were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke in
tongues and prophesied. This was the beginning of revival fires
in Ephesus. Paul next moved into the synagogue and discussed
boldly and persuasively the things concerning the Kingdom. He
continued there for three months winning disciples to Jesus, How
ever, there were those who were stubborn and refused to believe.
These began to create trouble, denouncing the Way before the people
of Ephesus, so Paul withdrew from the synagogue. This did not
stop the revived, for Paul merely moved next door to the school of
Tyrannus and continued to teach Christ and persuade men to become
disciples. This effort continued for two years making it the
longest revival meeting of Paul's ministry. The revival was not
limited to the Jews, but both Jews and Greeks as well as all that
dwelt in Asia heard the Word of the Lord Jesus. Ephesus became
the center of Gospel influence in that region. Paul found it
advantageous to move out of the Synagogue and into a school build
ing when opposition mounted against him. Christian workers need
to be able to recognize when they should make a change in their
strategy if people become stubborn and hardened against the
Gospel. Many times it does no good to continue to try to work
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with the opposition when they become hostile; the evangelist's
time can be used more effectively by working with other people in
a possibly different situation or place.
In Acts 20:20 reference is made to the fact that Paul also
taught from house to house. The progression of the revival can
be seen. It began with twelve men, then moved into the synagogue,
from there it shifted to a school, and finally through house-to-
house visitation it spread throughout the whole region of Asia.
An effective program of evangelism should include these four areas
of work today: group meetings, preaching, teaching, and visitation
evangelism.
The Lord used Paul in a special ministry of healing as
diseases were healed and evil spirits cast out in the name of
Jesus, An unbelieving Jew who practiced exorcism attempted to
cast out an evil spirit by the name of Jesus. But the evil spirit
knew that the Jew was not a believer and did not have the power
of Jesus within him. The evil spirit overpowered him and his
brother, wounding them violently. This graphically portrayed what
happens to one who falsely "uses" the Christian faith without be
lieving in the Lord. The incident was soon known to all the
people of Ephesus and a holy fear fell upon them and the name of
Jesus was praised. Many of the new Christians confessed their
practice of magic. They collected their many books of magic and
burned them in public. The value of these books is estimated at
8a*ound ten thousand dollars. This was a tremendous confession of
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faith for the people of Ephesus to witness. When the believers
had destroyed their pagan books of magic, the Word of the Lord
concerning salvation through the blood of Christ grew and spread
and intensified and prevailed mightily. This is a lesson for the
church today that the Word of God will not be effective among
Christians until pagan literature and other influences are removed
from their homes.
Demetrius and the craftsmen who made silver shrines for
Diana gave evidence of how far-reaching this revival must have
been. Enough people in Ephesus and throughout Asia had been per
suaded by Paul to turn to Jesus that it was having an aiverse effect
upon their business. When people found Jesus Christ as their
Saviour they no longer bought the shrines and idols of Diana.
Thus, to get rid of this threat to their business, the silver
smiths created a mob situation by accusing the Christians of
attempting to destroy the magnificence of the goddess Diana. The
people refused to listen to one of the disciples because he was
also a Jew and, although Paul would have gone in to speak, his
friends convinced him that it was wiser not to because the people
were in a confused mob spirit. There may be times when it is
best for the evangelist not to speak out and let the tempers sub
side until people are thinking rationally again. Otherwise great
harm might be done to the cause of Christ in the midst of aroused
antagonism by those who oppose the Gospel.
The town clerk was able to quiet the people and gave a
helpful insight into Paul's message, "These men are neither robbers
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of churches, nor yet blasphemers of your goddess" (Acts 19:37).
Paul evidently had not been openly attacking the idol worship of
the goddess Diana within the community. He was preaching a posi
tive message of salvation through Christ, for he knew when the
people turned to Christ they would turn from their idolatry. The
preaching of the church today must not center on the negative,
though sin must be pointed out, but rather on the positive message
that Christ ceoi transform the lives of all.
The revival formally ended at this time after two years and
three months of preaching, teaching, healing, and witnessing in
Ephesus. Paul continued his missionary journey and returned in
nine months to give additional instructions to the church elders
who met him at Miletus. Paul wrote them, "Take heed therefore
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, t� feed the church of God, which
he hath purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). It is essen
tial that Christian workers follow-up new Christians and guide
them toward Christian maturity. The minister needs to feed
spiritual truth to the flock over which the Holy Spirit has made
him responsible. This is the great challenge of the pastorate
today-
CHAPTER VII
SUMMARY-CONCLUSION
If the Christian worker is looking for rules or steps in
evangelistic work which can be followed one after the other, he is
disappointed; for the New Testament reveals no detailed plan as
such, Jesus and the early church used many different methods to
reach people depending upon the situation which they faced. Certain
people required one approach, while others responded only to an
entirely different approach. Various methods of evangelism were
used separately on some occasions, while in other situations vary
ing combinations of methods were used. Just as the people whom we
try to evangelize are different, so will the methods we use be
different. The New Testament does not give a prograun of evangelism
which can be followed point by point, but it does give principles
and methods of evangelism which are valid and usable today. From
these the Christian worker can become aware of various methods
which can be applied to advantage in his ministry. In the final
ansLLysis the New Testament suggests that each specific personal
situation must be dealt with in a fresh way to meet its distinc
tive needs. This is the basic method of Jesus. Rather than follow
ing a specific pattern of evangelism which had been established,
He approached people in light of their background, personality,
and needs.
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I. DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP
Jeeus changed the whole pattern of leadership in evangelism.
During the Old Testament days, the people were called back to God
by prophets. With the exception of Elijah and Elisha, there was
little relationship between the prophets. Each one acted independ
ently of the other, preaching the message which God had given to
him. There was generally no sense of providing a continuing
evangelistic leadership from one prophet to the next. Jesus began
at the grass-roots level and spent considerable time developing
leaders vrtio were to form a continuing leadership for the evangeliza
tion of the world. The secret of the success of the early Christian
church is bound up with the development of leadership. The follow
ing principles and methods have emerged from this study:
1. Jesus recruited and thoroughly trained a small group of
men to be the continuing leadership in the work of the Kingdom.
"The necessity is apparent not only to select a few laymen, but
to keep the group small enough to be able to effectively work with
them."^ Jesus' ministry was two-fold: He continued to work with
individuals and the masses to bring them redemption, and at the
same time He was training a select group of men for leadership.
Robert E. Coleman, The Master Plan of Evangelism (Los
Angeles: Busthoi, 1963), p. 30.
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He speaks of the training He had given these men as
if it had been the principal part of His own ministry.
And such, in one sense, it really was. The careful,
painstaking education of the disciples secured that
the Teacher's influence on the world should be perman
ent; that His kingdom should be founded on the rock of
deep and indestructible convictions in the minds of
the few, not on the shifting sands of superficial
envanescent impressions on the minds of many. 2
Throughout His ministry Jesus gave more and more time to the
final training of the Twelve. In this day of the population ex
plosion the minister discovers that for him to personally reach
the multitudes is an impossibility. The answer lies in following
the plan of Jesus to train laymen to be effective witnesses to
reach the masses. These leaders need to be selected from a
cross-section of the community if the various groups are to be
reached. With such a group of well-trained men, the ongoing
evangelistic program will continue even though that particular
minister is moved. Leadership must be developed to win and
follow-up the spiritual growth of new Christians. The other
methods which follow this basic principle reveal how Jesus re
cruited and trained these men.
2. Jesus never attempted to recruit disciples by arguing
with men. His method was to invite men to be with Him for awhile
and they would know whether or not they wanted to become his dis
ciples. The minister should not "talk people" into becoming
Alexander B. Bruce, The Training of the Twelve (New York:
A. C. Armstrong and Son, 1894) , p. I3.
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leaders in the church, no matter how great the need is. They must
be confronted with the living Christ and in His presence they may
decide to become leaders for Him.
3. Jesus looked beyond the present abilities of man to
his potential. In selecting church leaders, the minister should
choose individuals not only on what they are at present, but what
they may become in the future. One must look for the potential
"Peters" among men.
4. Many of the men Jesus chose were already sensitive to
spiritual truth and had a longing for the way of God. Those who
are spiritually sensitive will be responsive to one's training
for they are hungry for the way of God. By concentrating on
these, the minister can develop leadership more quickly.
5. In some cases men sought out Jesus and becajne His dis
ciples; in other instances, Jesus took the initiative in calling
individuails to be disciples. Individuals with a timid nature will
have to be sought after to be recruited for leadership. After they
are trained they may become the enthusiastic and stable leadership
of the church.
6. Jesus was concerned with the problems of everyday life
and helped whenever He could. If the minister expects men to take
time for leadership training, he must appreciate and show a genuine
concern about their difficulties. The minister must seek to under
stand the problems of those he hopes to recruit and offer help.
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?� Jesus called men from the task of fishing for fish to
the greater task of fishing for men. Those who are to be recruited
into the leadership of the church must be led to realize that this
task is more important than what they are now doing. The minister,
in choosing leaders, must help them understand that the evangeliza
tion of the world must have first priority,
8. In calling disciples, Jesus insisted that they leave
sill and follow Him. Complete obedience to Christ is an element
which should be at the center of all Christian leaders today. As
Jesus could not use those "who looked back" (Luke 9:62), the church
cajinot use leaders who will put other affairs ahead of their work
for Christ. The minister has a responsibility to make the demands
of Christian leadership known to those who are called.
9, Jesus took men where they were ajid led them step by
step to where He wanted them. First, He called them to have faith.
Second, He commanded them to obey His teaching. Third, He called
them to leave all and follow Him fulltime . Ministers must not
expect individuals to become the leaders they desire too quickly.
They must be led step by step into a deeper commitment to Christ
and an acceptance of the responsibilities and techniques of
leadership.
10, Jesus stayed with the men whom He called to be disciples
as much as possible. He was to be their teacher not only by what
He taught, but also by His example. They were given the opportunity
to be with Jesus, to hear Him teach the multitude, to ask Him
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questions in private, and to observe how He dealt with people.
Those whom the minister hopes to train as leaders must have a
similar opportunity. This means the minister will need to take
time out of his busy schedule to be with them. Gradually he will
need to take them with him as he works that they may have the
chance to observe his methods. Lest the minister become self-
centered, he must guide these to experience the presence of Christ.
11. Jesus did not limit His call for leadership to those
who had the "proper" background. He called men who had natural
leadership abilities and potentials. However, He did not place
them into places of spiritual leadership until they understood the
nature of the Christian faith and He had opportunity to train them.
A minister must be willing to reach outside the traditionally
"good" church families to secure leadership; and when he does he
must make certain that they have been instructed in their task.
Men like this will often bring new ideas to the church to make it
more effective.
12. An essential element in the development of leadership
is prayer. The recruitment and training of leadership must be
undergirded by much prayer for the guidance of God in this work.
If the minister fails at this point, the leadership will be of men
and the spiritual results hoped for will never materialize. Evan
gelistic workers must be taught that a vital prayer life is essen
tial if they are to be effective witnesses.
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13. Jesus gave His disciples very specific and detailed
instructions when He sent out the Twelve on a definite evangelistic
campaign. The church today must thoroughly train those who are to
go out in evangelistic work. Too often individuals who are asked
to help in an evangelistic campaign are not adequately trained and
thus they are not only ineffective in reaching unsaved people but
they become discouraged because their work bears no fruit.
Ik. Jesus' sending out His disciples two by two is a valid
method to be used today. This is especially true of new leaders
in evangelistic work. They are able to encourage each other and
in difficult situations their combined judgment is valuable. Work
ing together as a unit, the leaders can check each other in their
method of approach and working with people.
15. Though one should make plans for evangelism, he must
not be bound by them but allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct
the activities. The early disciples were continually led, pre
vented, and guided by the Holy Spirit.
16. Jesus assigned specific work for the disciples, both
in the cases of the Twelve and the Seventy, to complete as a part
of their training. Practical evangelistic work-assignments are
essential to the adequate training of workers.
17. Jesus supervised the disciples in their work assign
ments. New workers in evangelism need to be brought together,
following their assignments, for a period of sharing experiences
and careful instructions of how to be more effective.
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18. Jesus did not call for volunteers for specific tasks,
but carefully selected the men who were to work. The task of
evangelism is too important to be left up to just any volunteers
who will work; it must be assigned to men who have been carefully
selected and trained.
19. The Great Commission contains five directives for the
Christian worker which must be carried out today: go into all the
world, preach the gospel, make disciples of all who believe,
baptize, and continue to teach them the deeper truths of the
Christian faith.
20, Christ calls men into His ministry. The minister may
present the need and challenge of Christian work, but individuals
need to receive their call from Christ.
21. Ministers must be careful never to embarrass other
Christian workers publicly. As Priscilla and Aquilla took Apollos
off by himself to explain to him the way of God more perfectly,
so the minister must tactfully seek people out in private to ex
plain to them their lack of knowledge or poor methods in evangelism.
II. PERSONAL EVANGELISM
Jesus was the master of the art of evangelism and the dis
ciples of the early church followed in His footsteps. It must be
recognized that "Jesus used unconventional methods in evangelism.""^
'^Vernon L. Wilcox, "Evangelism in the Ministry of Jesus,"
The Nazarene Preacher, 40:5l6, November, 1965.
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There is no record in the Old Testament of a similar type of evan
gelism such as Jesus used. This was a new and unique approach to
win men to the Kingdom. In studying the methods which Jesus used
in approaching and winning men, one must always keep in mind the
difference between the nature of Christ eind the evangelist today.
He was, himself, the Saviour of every man he won. In
this particular in our evangelism it is quite differ
ent. He is the Saviour; we are to win men to him. In
this case he was winning men to himself.^
With this modification in mind, the following principles and methods
of personal evangelism as practiced by Jesus and the early church
are set forth:
1. The personal evangelistic methods of Jesus were not
meant to be formed into hard-and-fast rules or plans. Jesus always
custom-made His method of approach to the needs of the particular
individual whom He sought to win. The evangelist must have the
ability to use various approaches. He must quickly determine the
temperament of the individual and the situation at hand, and then
design his approach to reach that particular individual. As no two
individuals are alike, so no two approaches can be identical. Like
wise, no two evangelists can approach the same individual using the
same method, for each evangelist must use the methods which fit
his personality the best.
^L. R. Scarborough, How Jesus Won Men (New York: George H.
Doran Company, 1926), p. vi.
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2. Jesus never pressured a man into making a decision.
The evangelist must present forcefully and clearly the message of
Christ, but the individual must be allowed to wrestle with the
issue and make his own decision without undue pressure.
3. Jesus was approachable. Whether it was a ruler of the
Jews, a woman at the well, children, or a blind man, they felt they
could come to Him. The minister must not stand aloof from the
people whom he would reach, but must convey to them his concern
that they will feel free to talk with him about spiritual truths.
4, Jesus displayed a genuine friendliness toward people.
"We are impressed. . .with the graciousness, the kindliness, the
inate refinement, courtesy, and delicacy of his spirit."^ People
8Lre quick to see through a veneer of friendliness. The friendli
ness of the evangelist must come from a heart filled with the love
of Christ. This type of friendly concern and love will open the
hearts of many to hear and receive the Gospel.
5. Many times Jesus initiated the conversation by the use
of questions. This method calls upon the individual to make some
kind of a response and thus engages them in conversation. It is
important to use questions which call for a positive response.
6. Jesus never argued with those He hoped to reach. Christ
must be presented in a clear straight-forward manner. The evange
list must confront individuals with the living Christ, not a
system of beliefs.
'^Raymond Calkins, How Jesus Dealt With Men (New York:
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1929) � p. 13.
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7. Jesus directed conversations to a spiritual vein. If
the evangelist is to be of spiritual help to an individual, he
must lead the conversation into a discussion of spiritual realities.
The evangelist must learn to talk about Christ to people as easily
and naturally as he does about the weather or sports. He needs to
be alert to the immediate situation and pick up things of interest
to the individual to discuss which can be easily turned to spiri
tual issues; e.g., a discussion of fishing turned to a call to
fish for men, or that of asking for a drink of water turned into
a discussion on a soul-satisfying drink. Christians must be alert
to the common everyday things which can be used to illustrate
spiritual truth in terms the people will understand.
� 8. Though Jesus called attention to the sin issue. He did
not insist that it be discussed when the individual showed that he
was not ready to talk about it. The evangelist must not push the
problem of sin too far until the individual is ready or else the
person is likely to terminate the conversation and future conver
sations would be difficult to re-establish. The person must be
led gradually into deeper spiritual truth. The emphasis should be
on receiving the One who can cleanse and give forgiveness of sins.
9. Jesus was concerned about the physical needs of man as
well as his spiritual ones. Many times the minister will discover
that he cannot reach an individual for Christ until he has first
helped him in a material way. After the minister has helped the
individual satisfy his physical needs, he must follow them up to
bring spiritual health.
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10. On a number of occasions Jesus emphasized the necessity
of a believing faith. Only as the minister leads people to believe
in the living Christ will they receive power for both physical and
spiritual healing. Faith is the basis of effective work.
11. A corollary to believing faith is seen in the fact that
Jesus found it necessary to have around Him those who had faith in
His power if He were to work a miracle. The evangelist must surround
himself with workers who believe if effective evangelistic work is
to be accomplished.
12. Jesus dealt graciously with those who were penitent
of their sins. Those who are conscious of their sin and repent
need not be reminded of it by the evangelist. He must deal with
them in a compassionate and loving spirit as he leads them to find
forgiveness through Christ .
13. Jesus called some men to follow Him and others to
return to their homes to be witnesses of what had happened in
their own lives. There is a time to literally sit at the feet of
Jesus and leeurn, and a time to go out and be a witness to Him.
The Christian must be responsive to the open door which Christ
places before him and go where Christ would have him serve.
Ik. Jesus used words of commendation as He sought to win
individuals to Himself.
The surest way to drive men from us is to begin with
condemnation or citicism. . . .But when Jesus set out to
win a person to himself, it seemed to be his resolute
purpose to find something in that one which he could
commend, and then to commend it in all heartiness. 6
Charles G. Trumbull, Taking Men Alive (New York: Associa
tion Press, 1907), p. 176.
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People are more responsive and willing to listen to the message
after they have been honestly commended. The establishment of
rapport with his listeners is essential for the evangelist.
15. When Jesus faced opposition, He did not remain on the
defensive and accept the choices His opposition presented, but
took the initiative and chose a third way which was redemptive.
Those who oppose the gospel today will attempt to set up situa
tions in which both obvious choices would be wrong. The evangelist
will need to be alert to the other possibilities which will lead
to a redemptive situation and not limit himself to the choices
his opposition suggests.
16, Pedemption, not condemnation, was the theme of the
message of Jesus. The message of the evangelist must center on
the good news of forgiveness found in Jesus Christ and the possi
bility of living a new life without sin. One must never preach
on sin without also presenting the way of redemption from that sin.
17. Jesus often used the method of answering a question
by asking one of the questioner- Thus Jesus could draw from the
individual the truth which he already knew and Jesus could commend
him for this. The evangelist needs to take time to discover what
truth the individual edready knows; then he can use this as a base
and build upon it.
18. When Jesus observed that a person could be of help to
Him, He often asked for that help; e.g.. He asked the boy for his
lunch, fishermen for the use of their boat, and a woman for a
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drink. VHien people cam do something for someone else they usually
become more interested in that person's work. The minister should
try to involve as many people as possible in the work of evangelism.
The more involved they are, the more interested and concerned they
become .
19. Jesus cailled men to action� "come, see, abide, follow,
rise, walk, serve, obey." These action words gave the people an
opportunity to put their beginning faith in Christ into living.
Faith does not really mean much until it has been transferred into
daily living. When the minister calls people to Christ, he must
ailso call them into the service of Christ and provide opportunity
for them to "put feet" to their faith. People must have this
chance to express their faith or else it will die-
20. As Jesus ministered to those who believed in the Old
Testament Scriptures, He used it as the base of His authority.
When working with those who accept the Bible as the revelation of
God, the minister can appeal to its authority in preaching spiri
tual truth. The basis of the minister's message must come from
the teachings of the Scripture.
21. Jesus did not always make an appeal for one to believe
during His first contact with an individual, but waited until a
follow-up contact was made to lead the individual to spiritual
sight. The evangelist need not always appeal for a commitment
during the first contact, but should wait until the individual has
been prepared and is spiritually ripe to make his surrender to
Christ.
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22. Jesus helped individuals who found themselves in diffi
culty because of their new belief in Him. The task of the minister
is not completed when he has led one to believe in Christ. When
these new Christians face trials and difficulties because of their
decision to follow Christ, they need to be brought into the fellow
ship of the church and given the spiritual and moral support they
need.
23. When the opportunity came to deal with the spiritual
problems of individueds , Jesus laid aside His work and took time
to attend to it. The minister should never give the impression of
haste to those with whom he works. "To appear in haste, to look
at the clock, is to shut off at once the current of communication."
The minister must never be unduly hurried, but take the time neces
sary to deal adequately with the spiritual problem or to see that
a definite appointment is made to do so. This may be the only
opening the individual may give to the minister and he needs to
take advantage of it .
24. Jesus could not be sidetracked from His central purpose
and task. The minister will discover a multitude of activities
which need attention, and all of them good. Since the minister is
limited in time and energy, he will have to keep his eyes on the
main work to which Christ has called him and use this as the cri
teria for selecting the activities he will do. He will need to
be flexible enough to do a special work that could be done at no
Raymond Calkins, How Jesus Dealt With Men (New York:
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1929), p. 30.
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other time, and at the same time firm enough to continue to move
ahead in his main task.
25. Love and concern for children was evidenced in the
life of Jesus. He found time in His busy schedule to hold and
bless them. This same love and concern must be demonstrated by
the minister who would seek to win children to Christ. Children
are the most receptive group and will eagerly open their minds and
hearts to Christ when someone takes the time to lovingly present
Christ to them. Work with children should be a central part of
the ministry of winning souls to Christ.
26. Jesus taught by using illustrations which were present
in the everyday experiences of His listeners. The evangelist must
speak in terms which are easily understood by his audience. The
examples must be those in which people could see themselves. Cur
rent and relevant illustrations will get across many a spiritual
truth.
27. Jesus never lessened the cost of discipleship in order
to gain new disciples. The evangelist must present the full demands
of discipleship that everything must be placed on the altar- To
do less would be misleading to those considering becoming disciples.
28. Some whom Jesus tried to win turned from Him and did
not become followers. The minister needs to be aware that not every
one with whom he works will respond to the invitation to receive
Christ; he cannot make the decision for them. His work is to faith
fully and lovingly present Christ as the answer to people's needs
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and give them an opportunity to receive Christ as their Saviour
and Lord.
29. The ears of Jesus were open to the needy. The Chris
tian worker needs to be sensitive to the sincere calls of spiri
tually needy people and bring them opportunity to receive spiritual
sight through Jesus Christ.
30. Jesus was interested in people to the extent He was
willing to spend time in their homes. The evangelist must do more
than talk with people in public; he must follow-up people in pri
vate conversations in their homes or businesses. This will help
people understand one's sincere concern and interest in them and
cause them to be more responsive. The only time some will ever
hear the gospel is when it is brought to them in their homes.
31. Jesus issued invitations which called for varying
degrees of commitment. Many people with whom the evangelist deals
are not ready to make a full commitment, yet will respond to an
invitation to consider further the claims of Christ. These should
be led step by step until they are ready to make their full commit
ment to Christ .
52. The disciples relied upon the guidance of the Holy
Spirit for direction in evangelistic work. To be an effective
witness today one must not only study the various methods of per
sonal evangelism, but allow the Holy Spirit to use and direct one's
approach and conversation with individuals.
33. The disciples cauLled men to become participants. The
minister needs to encourage his people to become involved if they
are to be led to make decisions for Christ, and the minister must
become a part of that involvement.
34. The early Christians were obedient to the leading of
the Holy Spirit as to where they should go. The evangelist must
be vd.lling to go where the Lord leads, whether it be on a desert
road or by a river side, or to the great cities. Sometimes one may
not know why the Lord leads to a certain place, but he is to be
responsive and obedient to the Spirit's leading and go.
33' Philip was willing to listen before he began to speak.
Too often ministers fail at the art of listening and thus do not
adequately understand the situation. One needs to show a basic
interest in the individual by encouraging him to talk.
36. The disciples began with the interest or need of the
individuaJL. The evangelist needs to select something in which the
individual is interested and begin at that point; then lead him
into deeper spiritual truth. It is essential that the evangelist
get their attention and this means to begin where their interest
lies.
37� Again and again, the disciples based their message on
the fulfillment of Scripture prophecy. The minister must be well
acquainted with the Word of God that he may answer questions indi
viduals may have concerning the way of salvation and the Christian
faith and properly interpret the Scriptures to them.
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38. The disciples took advantage of their "one chance"
opportunities to win people to Christ. The minister will come in
contact with individuals with whom he will have only a "one chance"
opportunity to witness for Christ. The minister must capitalize
on this to present the Gospel.
39. The early Christians went where God commanded them
even though they were afraid for their lives. When Christians
are afraid because of the powerful enemy they face, they need to
trust in the Lord for guidance and strength, and go and do as the
Lord commands.
40. The disciples sought out the most likely prospects in
each community and centered their attention first upon them. The
evangelist needs to seek out those who already show some interest
in spiritual truth for they will be the most responsive.
41. Paul was always cheerful even amid bleak and discourag
ing circumstances. Whether in prison, or being beaten, or ship
wrecked, Paul gave praise unto God. When the minister faces
difficult and trying situations, he needs to allow his faith to
shine through and realize his life is in God's hands. In this way
he can be an effective witness for Christ.
42. The disciples presented the message of salvation in
clear and understandable terms. The purpose of the evangelist is
not to present a learned message, but one which will be understood
by his hearers. Only as they understand the message of salvation
vrill they respond.
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4-3. The disciples won entire households to Christ. The
evangelist should not be content to win isolated individuals to
Christ, but should make a special effort to lead the rest of the
family to Christ. The establishing of Christiem families will
provide the environment needed for individuals to develop into
mature Christians.
44. The disciples visited from house to house as a means
of reaching more people. Visitation evangelism is especially
effective in reaching people who will not come out to a revival
meeting. This method provides an opportunity for the evangelist
to deal personally with individuals.
45. The disciples courageously spoke of the ethical impli
cations of the Gospel to those of high rank. The minister should
never water-down the Gospel as it applies to ethical issues. The
holiness demanded by the teachings of Christ must always be in
cluded as a part of becoming a Christian.
46. In their invitations, the disciples pressed for
"altogether" decisions for individuals to commit their lives fully
to Christ. The evangelist must always be certain to challenge
the individueJ. to believe and give his life entirely to Christ.
It is not enough to preach the message of salvation; one must
"draw the net" and call for decisions.
47. The pattern of the early church was to follow up the
new Christians and see that they were established in the faith.
The church today must follow-up those who have made a commitment
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to Christ. Materials should be placed in their hands which will
guide them in the Christian life. They need to be instructed and
nurtured in the faith. An all-out effort must be made to bring
them into the fellowship and activities of the church. Above all
they need to be undergirded by the prayers of Christians. The one
the evangelist leads to Christ becomes his responsibility to follow
up or make certain that someone else does.
III. MASS EVANGELISM
Time and time again the multitudes flocked around Jesus to
hear His message. "And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people,
and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as
sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many
things" (Mau:k 6:34). Jesus and the leaders of the early church
always took advantage of the opportunity to preach to the multi
tudes. On one occasion Jesus spoke to upwards of ten thousand
people (five thousand men plus women and children), and the dis
ciples at Pentecost preached to a group large enough that from it
three thousand were converted. Many church leaders today regard
mass evangelism as outdated and outmoded. However, if one is to
follow the New Testament pattern of evangelism, the church today
must include mass evangelism in its program. From this study the
following principles of mass evangelism emerge:
1. Jesus must be presented to the multitudes as the only
one who can transform their lives. There is no one else to whom
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they can turn, for as Peter said to Jesus, "Thou hast the words of
eternal life" (John 6:68). The task of the church is to lead the
masses to believe in Jesus Christ.
2. Jesus cleansed the Temple of the corruption and sacri
lege which was practiced under the guise of religious practice.
Before the church can be used effectively by God today, it must be
cleansed of its corruption and worldliness and become the house
of prayer which is the undergirding force of evangelism.
3. Jesus emphasized that there are many who are ready to
be harvested for the Kingdom. Jesus changed His plans and remained
in Sychar several days to reap the harvest of souls. When people
are ready to come to Christ, other plans may have to be changed to
reap the harvest of souls when they are ready. The Christian dare
not postpone this work.
4. Jesus led people to a personal faith in Him. The evan
gelist must present the Word of God to the masses that they will
come to have a personal experience of Jesus Christ. With a small
number of Christian workers available, it would be impossible to
reach the multitudes with the message of Jesus except through the
means of mass evangelism.
5. The purpose and plan of Jesus was to preach to many
cities. The minister cannot be content to reach only one community
when the world is lost without Christ. The church needs to be
awakened that she can no longer have ninety per cent of the full-
time workers ministering to only ten per cent of the world population
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and expect to win the world to Christ. Christian leaders need to
develop a plan to send more of their ministers to the teeming
multitudes who have never heard the saving knowledge of Christ.
6. Jesus preached to all classes of people: the righteous
and the sinful, the rich and the poor, the healthy and the sick,
the Jew and the Gentile. The church cannot limit herself to any
particular class of people, but must reach out to all with the
Gospel of Christ. As Peter was called to preach to the Gentiles,
so the church is called to reach all segments of society, regard
less of their sociail, economic, or racial status.
7. In speaking to the multitudes Jesus never attempted to
pressure them into making decisions. He presented clearly the
demands of the Kingdom and the choice between the two ways which
they had to make. The invitation of the evangelist must be directed
toward a decision of the whole man, including both emotions and
will. The audience needs to have enough sound Christian teaching
that they will understand the demands of the Gospel and be able to
make intelligent spiritual decisions.
8. Jesus returned a second time to those who had rejected
Him and gave thera another chance to believe. The concern of the
evangelist must be such that he will continue to work with people
even though they made an initial rejection of the Gospel.
9. The people were amazed when they heard Jesus for He
spoke with authority. The minister must be certain of his message
and proclaim it on the authority of the Word of God. The Gospel
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18 no man-made program, but God's plan for the salvation of the
world. The Scriptures must be the base of evangelistic preaching.
10. Jesus presented the disciplines of discipleship even
though He realized many would stop following Him. Ministers must
never water-down their preaching to make living the Christian life
sound easier than it is. Holiness of heart is the standard to
which the multitudes must be called.
11. The terminology which Jesus used was easily understood
by the masses. "Jesus explained things so simply that the common
g
people heard him gladly." It does no good to preach a message,
no matter how learned and theologically correct it might be, if
the people are not able to understand it. The evangelist must use
words and terms which have meaning for his hearers. The reason
many sermons "fall on deaf ears" is because the people do not know
the theological jargon often used. When the message of Christ is
presented in the language of the people, they will hear and respond.
12. After many believed, Jesus continued to teach them
about the nature of the Kingdom. Individuals won to Christ at
evangelistic meetings must be followed-up that they might know
"the way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). A definite pro-
greun of Bible study must be given to new converts.
13, The call to repentance by Jesus and the early disciples
was a call to immediately leave one's sinful way and turn to follow
Billy Graham, "Evangelism: Message and Method," Christianity
Today, 3!3f August 3� 1959.
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Christ. The call for a decision to repent is a basic and essential
demand of the Christian faith which must be pressed upon the people.
The evangelist can never reap the harvest unless he thrusts in the
sickle and draws men to repentance and Christ.
Ik, The disciples went out to hold evangelistic meetings
under the anointing of the Holy Spirit. The evangelist and church
leaders cannot bring about revival with aill their plans and pro
grams. True revival will only come as they faithfully seek God in
prayer and wait for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon them.
Plans and programs of evangelism are necessary to reach the masses,
but they must always be under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.
15� Whenever they could, the disciples presented the Gospel
to leaders in the community. If the church today can reach the
influential people for Christ, the task of evangelizing the rest
of the community will be much easier, for the common poeple tend to
follow the decisions of their leaders. The church must present
the Gospel to strategic groups.
16. The follow-up of those converted at Pentecost is a
pattern the church needs to adapt today: continuing in the Apos
tles' doctrine which today would be serious Bible study, the
uniting in Christian fellowship, meeting for the breaking of
bread which becomes the time of worship in the church, and con
tinuing in prayer. In this type of atmosphere, new Christians
can develop into mature Christians.
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17. The disciples were not hesitant in using new methods
and means of communication to reach the masses with the Gospel.
The church needs to use every means of communication available
whether it be literature distribution, radio, television, coffee
houses, street meetings, jail meetings, beach meetings, or a host
of others. Jesus and the disciples took the message where the
people were and it is imperative that the church go out to the
masses. The church should always use the best means of communica
ting the Gospel to those who have never heard.
18. The early church did not become discouraged because
of persecution. When opposition mounts against the church today,
she needs to take heart knowing that under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit she will experience growth. The fires of persecution
are often a purifying process which brings forth a strong church.
19. When revival broke out, additional leaders were sent
to help. The minister should never hesitate to call for more
workers as soon as the need becomes evident.
20. The disciples were concerned that new converts receive
also the gift of the Holy Spirit. The church needs to proclaim
that both the experience of salvation and the infilling of the
Holy Spirit are needed in the Christian life.
21. Simon, who misunderstood the gospel and wrongfully
asked to buy the power to give the Holy Spirit, was rebuked and
given a chance to repent. The church must not "write off" those
who twist the Gospel to their own advantage, but rebuke them and
give them an opportunity to repent and turn to God.
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22. The disciples minimized their own importance and
stressed that it is Christ who is the center of their devotion.
Though the minister must win the confidence and trust of his
people, he must make certain that their loyalty is directed to
Christ and not to him. It is Christ, not the minister, who is
their Saviour and worthy of devotion.
23. God marvelously brought Peter and Cornelius together.
The minister needs to be sensitive to God's calling that he might
be brought together with the people God has prepared. Through an
amazing set of circumstances, God often places His minister in the
right place at the right time to witness to the multitude.
24. The disciples were flexible as they allowed the Holy
Spirit to lead them. The evangelist must follow the guiding of
the Holy Spirit and not be bound to any particular plan of evangel
ism. He must be flexible enough to change his plans as the situa
tion changes. Christian leaders will often have to rethink their
program of evangelism as new situations develop.
25. The early churches were willing to send their best
leadership as missionaries to other cities. If the churches today
are to meet the challenge of evangelism, they must take the initia
tive in sending their best ministers to begin new churches. An
established church should encourage a part of their lay leadership
to become a part of and give leadership to developing congregations.
26. The training of new evangelists included the practical
method of seasoned evangelists teaming up with new workers. Before
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new men are sent into the field, they need to have the practical
experience of working with mature leaders.
27. The disciples kept their eyes on the main task to
which Christ had called thera. The minister must not allow himself
to be sidetracked on minor issues and miss the real work God has
for him to do. Sometimes an invitation or a program, good within
themselves, must be refused for the greater task God has called
one to complete.
28. The disciples sought the best possible situation in
which to proclaim the Gospel. VJhen people become hardened to the
message of Christ and actively oppose its propagation, it may be
advantageous for the evangelist to graciously move to a different
situation where he can more effectively proclaim Christ.
29. The Word of the Lord prevailed mightily only after
the Ephesian believers had burned their pagan magic books. The
church will not have the power to reach the multitudes until her
members have removed pagan literature and other worldly influences
from their homes. Christians cannot hold on to their old life
and expect to be used by God.
30. The disciples used wisdom in knowing when to speak out
in public against their opposition and when to remain quiet. There
are occasions when it is best for the minister not to speak out,
especially when tempers and emotions have been aroused and people
are not thinking rationally. The minister must consider whether
what he has to say will help the cause of Christ or create greater
antagonism on the part of the people.
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31. Though they preached against sin, the main thrust of
the disciples' message was one of redemption from sin. Preaching
must center on the positive message that Christ can forgive sins
and transform lives.
IV. GENERAL CONCLUSION
Evangelism is the heartbeat of the New Testament and must
become the heartbeat of the church today. From this study, it has
been discovered that the New Testament principles and methods of
evangelism are valid and relevant for today. The thrust of the
entire New Testament was evangelism--reaching a world lost in sin
with the message that Jesus saves. This was the whole purpose
behind the development of leaders who would form a continuing
ministry with the one task of winning the world to Christ. Leader
ship capable of carrying on this task today requires careful in
struction and practical training in evangelism.
Jesus was deeply concerned with people and used personal
or mass evangelism methods as the occasion demanded. Jesus did
not separate personal and mass evangelism as two distinct methods
in which one had to choose one or the other. This was not a
natural division and in the ministry of Jesus and the early church
both the personal and mass approach were an integral part of
evangelistic work. In some cases a personal approach is the pre
lude to mass evangelism; in others, the mass approach eventually
focuses on the individual. Many of the methods of personal and
mass evangelism are applicable to each other.
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The methods which are to be used will depend on three
variables: First, the evangelist's own personality: the method
most natural to the individual should be used. Second, the situa
tion: this includes the type of individual or individuals, the
place, time, and geneial circumstances. Third, the guidance of
the Holy Spirit overrides all other considerations.
The church will need to use varying combinations of methods
in developing an effective program of evangelism. It is important
to find individuals, both laymen and ministers, who will take the
time to seriously study the evangelistic methods used in the New
Testament and thus prepare themselves to be effective witnesses
for their Lord.
� Evangelism is the signal task of the Church: every
where and always we are to preach the one Gospel,
whose relevance to the whole human race is assured
by our Lord's Great Commission. In order to dis
charge its obligation the Church must recover the
great evangelistic truths of earlier ages, truths too
often diluted and neglected in our generation. 9
^Carl F. H. Henry, "One Race, One Gospel, One Task,"
Christianity Today, 10:3, April 29, 1966.
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